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to Her Majesty the Queen. who has been
dead for 60 years; because references in
the parent Act are to her late Majesty,
without saying Queen Victoria, and they
are hardly appropriate.

It is obvious that the Cemeteries Act has
been scrutinised to bring it into line with
present day requirements; and it struck
me, on reading the Bill, that the amend-
ment to section 13 broadens in eff ect the
right to proclaim areas within burial
grounds for denominational purposes: the
provisions are much wider than they were
previously. I note, on referring to the
third schedule in the parent Act, the form
which has to be used, and I presume that
it is simply an example of what is to be
used and is not the actual form. It is an
example for any group or denomination
which is applying for certain lots or areas
within the boundaries of a cemetery.

The repealing of several sections of the
Act which have been introduced since 1897
is simply bringing up to date the require-
ments so far as the verbiage is concerned,
and also bringing the Act into line with
present-day conditions. I see nothing
whatever objectionable in the Bill and I
Propose to support it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(The Hon. E. M. Davies) in the Chair:
The Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for Local
Government) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6 put and passed.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (The Hon.
E. M. Davies): I would draw the atten-
tion of the Committee to the fact that
there are two clauses numbered 6. It will
be necessary for the following clauses to be
renumbered, and I ask the Committee to
give the Clerk the authority to make this
correction. Nothing having been said to
the contrary, I will Instruct the Clerk to
make the necessary correction.

Clauses 7 to 29 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without Amendment, and

the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
-Minister for Mines) (8.6 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 4 P.m. tomorrow (Thursday).

Question Put and Passed.

House adjourned at 8.7 p.m.
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Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The provision of a new two-

roomed school at Wittenoom is
listed on the current building esti-
mates. However, as the loan
allocation has not yet been
finalised, it is -not possible at this
stage to say when work is likely
to proceed.

WATER SUPPLY FOR NULLS (INE
Latest Developments

2. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:

What are the latest developments
regarding a water supply for Nul-
lagine?

Mr. WILD replied:
It is planned to complete a reti-
culated water supply at Nulls gine
during the present financial year.

ROADS IN PILBARA AREA

3.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Rearman) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

CONDOLENCE
The Late Mr. G. F. Roberts: Letter ins

Reply
THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) [4.32

p.m.): I have received the following
letter:-

I would like to convey to you and
the members of the Legislative As-
sembly, my very grateful thanks for
the kind expressions of sympathy, and
respect, shown by the House to my
dear George-which I deeply appre-
ciate.

Thanking you all most sincerely,
(Sgd.) Dorothy Roberts.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
SCHOOL AT WITTENOOM

Desirability and Commencement of
New Building

1. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Does he agree that a new school

building is desirable at Witte-
noom?

(2) if so, when will it be commenced?

Bituminisation Pro gramme

Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Works:

What is the bitumninising pro-
gramme for the Pilbara, area for
the coming year?

Mr. WILD replied:

Roebourne Shire Council.
Point Sainson-Rochotirne-

Wittenoozn Road (Point
Samson-Roebourne sec-
tion): Reconstruct and
prime 3 miles 1.8 ft.
wide ..I ... ..
Seal 6.5 miles 18 ft.
wide ..I ... ..

Tableland Shire Council.
Point Samson -Roebourne-

Wittenoom Road (Wit-
tenoom mine section):
Reconstruct and prime,
widening 5 miles ..
Seal widening 6 miles ..

Marble Bar Shire Council.
Great Northern Highway

(Coongan Gorge sec-
tion): Reseat 4 miles
18 ft. wide

1961-62 Programme:
(f unds carried over
f rom previous pro-
gramme.)

Tableland Shire Council.
Point Samson-Re ebourne-

Wittenoom Road (80
miles-120 miles sec-
tion): Prime and seal
crossings ... ..

18.000

13 .000
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MT. HENRY AGED WOMEN'S HOME
Cooling Facilities

4. Mr. D. 0. MAY asked the Minister
for Health:
(1) What additional cooling facilities

are envisaged for the Mt. Henry
Aged Women's Home to improve
the conditions during the summer
months?

(2) Will these facilities be available
for the coming summer months?

Air-conditioning of Lounge and
Dining Rooms

(3) Has any consideration been given
to the 'air-conditioning of the
lounge and dining rooms at the
Mt, Henry Home?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) to (3) Large oscillating and ceil-

ing fans have already been pur-
chased and will be installed in
a week or two in solaria and
lounges not already provided for.
The need for similar facilities in
dining rooms is being examined.

RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT CITY
LAND

Rental Conditions
5. Mr. 1). G. MAY asked the Minister for

Railways:-
Referring to my Question of the
23rd August, Railways-Tenants
of City Land, will he advise rental
per annum in connection with
paragraphs (a), (b). (c), and also
indicate particulars of any altera-
tions to the conditions of rental
from 1958 to 1962?

Mr. COURT replied:
Rentals paid by lessees is a pri-
vate business matter and this in-
formation is not made Public.
However, If the honourable mem-
ber so desires I will make this
Information available to him Pri-
vately.

MANNING ROAD-LET STREET
INTERSECTION

Improved Lay-out

6. Mr. 01. 0. MAY asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Is he aware that on the 7th March,

1961, the council of the City of
South Perth requested the Main
Roads Department to prepare a
plan for an improved lay-out of
the Manning Road-Ley Street
intersection, Manning?

(2) Is he further aware that on the
6th March, 1962, the plan not
being to hand, the council again
requested the mentioned intforma-
tion but was advised that the

improvement was dependent on
the proposed design of the
Canning Highway-Freeway plan,
which the Commissioner of main
Roads will not review until March,
1963?

(3) in view of this intersection being
a five-point entry, in which buses
turn at right angles, and on three
corners there is a. shopping centre,
a service station, and a doctor's
surgery does he agree that this
particular intersection presents a
definite traffic hazard and requires
urgent rectification?

(4) If the answer to No. (3) is "Yes,"
will he endeavour to provide the
necesary plan for an improved
lay-out as soon as possible?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) A feasible design for the Canning

Highway-Freeway interchange has
been constantly under review since
the freeway was opened with what
was known to be a temporary ter-
minal arrangement.

(3) 1 agree that this intersection has
elements of hazard and these have
developed due to the character of
the subdivisional. lay-out initially
and, subsequently, from the con-
gregation of shops and other
amenities in the area. The con-
trol of such matters is rather one
for the local authority than for
the Main Roads Department.

(4) Yes. Preliminary decisions having
been made as to a feasible design
of the Canning Highway-Kwinana
Freeway interchange, the prepara-
tion of plans for the improve-
ment of the Manning Road-Ley
Street intersection can now be put
in hand. The responsibility for
implementing the plan will lie
with the local authority.

PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS
Approval for Sale

7. Mr. FLETCHER asked the minister
for Health:
(1) Has he knowledge of any author-

ity in W.A. to which pharma-
ceutical firms must submit fully
documented information for ap-
proval of products. previous to
sale to the public?

(2) If not, will he have such an
authority created, with a view to
protecting the public from un-
desirable side effects from drugs
or preparations used?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) There is no authority in W.A.

to which pharmaceutical firms
must submit fully documented in-
formation for approval of products

737
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previous to sale to the public.
Preparations containing any drug
listed in the tenth schedule of the
Pharmacy and Poisons Act can be
dispensed only on medical pre-
scription; and any new drug
found or considered to be dan-
gerous can be added to this
schedule, if necessary.
Further, under section 226 of the
Health Act, the Commissioner of
Health may "prohibit the sale of
any patent or proprietary medi-
cine" If it is deleterious or dnn-
gerous to health.

(2) The desirability of additional safe-
guards against possible harm from
new drugs affects the entire
Commonwealth and is being re-
ferred to the National Health and
Medical Research Council for ad-
vice.
PALMYRA FLOODING

Compensation for Persons Affected
8. Mr. TONKCIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) How many properties have been

damaged as a result of the flood-
iug caused by the bursting of a
water main in Palmyra on Mon-
day last?

(2) Will he arrange for early and
competent assistance to those
persons affected to enable them
to make a fair and proper assess-
ment of the damage sustained?

13) Will he arrange for a prompt
settlement of claims to enable
those concerned to effect repairs
and renewals as early as possible?

Mr. WIL D replied:
(1) As a result of a burst water main

in Palmyra on Saturday, one
house suffered minor structural
damage; a well and pumping
equipment was inundated; seven
soak wells were flooded with water
and sand, and minor damage
occurred to lawns and garden
plants.

<2) Inspections of the properties
affected were made by qualified
officers of the Public Works De-
partment and every assistance Is
being given to owners involved.

(3) Prompt repairs and restorations
have been arranged by the de-
partment and any claims for
damage sustained will be given
early attention.

RAILWAY STANDARDISATION
Quantity and Cost of Steel Rails

9. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the estimated total quan-

tity of steel rails required for the
proposed uniform gauge railway

line from Kalgoorlie to East Nor-
tham and for the dual gauge sys-
tem from East Northam to the
metropolitan area?

(2) What is the estimated Cost of the
steel?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) and (2) The estimated quantity

and cost of steel rails (exclusive
of fastenings, points and cross-
ings) is:-
(a) Kalgoorlie to East Northam

(including the spur line to
Koolyanobbing)-

Rails: Tons 65,000.
Cost £2,925,000.

(b) East Northam to Midland-
Rails:, Tons 26,000.
Cost £1,170,000.

In addition there are the require-
ments for standard gauge in the
metropolitan area and to Kwinana

MANUFACTURING ENTERPRISES
Number of Employees

10. Mr. HAWKE asked the Premier:
W.hat was the number of em-
ployees shown in the records of
the State Statistician's Depart-
ment or the Factories and Shops
Department in the year 1958 for-
(a) Rosenstamm's (West Perth)

Tannery?
(b,) Michelldes's Perth Tobacco

Factory?
And during the year 1960 in-
(a) Pearse Bros. North Fremantle

Footwear Factory?
(b) The Glen! ord Clothing Fac-

tory at Subiaco?
Mr. BRAND replied:

Employment figures for individual
firms are not given by the Gov-
ernment Statistician under the
provisions of the Statutes Act.
Registrations under the Shops
and Factories Act for the year
1958 show the following employ-
ment figures--
(a) Rosenstamms (West Perth)

Tannery-52.
(b) Michelides Ltd.-No record

of employment retained.
And for the year 1960--
(a) Pearse Bros.-78.
(b) Gleniford Clothing-iB.

HAY STREET LAND
Plan for Future Use

11. Mr. KELLY asked the Minister, rep-
resenting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:
(1) Has any fixed plan been adopted

for the future use of the area on
the south side of Hay Street and
between Outram Street and Vent-
nor Avenue?
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(2) Will the area be restricted to cer-
tain specific use?

(3) If so, what types of business will
be permitted?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) The development of the area is

controlled by the zoning by-law
No. 65 of the City of Perth.

(2) Yes.
(3) The area is classified as Zone No.

3 which is for residential fiats and
professional chambers. Land in
the area may be used for either
of those purposes and may also
be used'for churches, public halls,
theatres, hospitals, schools, dwel-
lings, boarding houses, hotels,
clubs, recreation facilities, certain
public institutions, e.g.. police
stations, fire stations, etc., or for
recreation grounds and may be
used for eating houses as defined
in the City Council's by-laws. No
other type of business is permit-
ted in the area.

STATE BUILDING SUPPLIES: SALE
Amount Received from Hawker Siddeley
12. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Treas-

urer:
(1) What amount did the State re-

ceive from the Hawker Siddeley
Group for the purchase of State
Building Supplies?

(2) Can he give this in detail as per
the agreement signed by him with
the Hawker Siddeley Group on
behalf of the State?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) and (2) Amounts payable under

the agreement tabled last ses-
sion-

(1) A.5sets as per clause
1 ... ... -.. 1,000,000

(2) Stocks at agreed
valuations 654,563

(3) Book Debts--
(a) which have to

date produced
£380,592 from
collections
made by
Hawker Sidde-
ley Building
Supplies Pty.
Ltd. on behalf
of and paid to
the Treasury,
and

(b) which are ex-
pected to pro-
duce a fur-
ther sum of
£17,000 397,592

2,052,155

Items (1) and (2) are subject to
interest as per the agreement.

MILK PRODUCTION
Decline in Western Australia

13. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the minister
for Agriculture:
(1) Has he read the report issued

from the Commonwealth Statis-
tical Bureau dated Monday, the
27th August, 1962, which states
inter ctlia "that while the produc-
tion of milk in all States rose by
300,000 gallons, production in
W.A. fell by 1,100,000 gallons for
the year ending June, 1962."1?

(2) Can he jive the House any ex-
planation for this tragic falling off
in milk production in this State?

(3) What action, if any, does the
Government contemplate to rec-
tify the position?

Mr. NAI-jER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) There has not been an

over-all falling off in milk pro-
duction in this State. The general
trend is upwards. The tall of
1,100,000 gallons last year, equiva-
lent to 1.9 per cent., was solely
due to poor seasonal conditions
including a particularly dry
autumn.
The following table sets out the
milk production in millions of
gallons for the Commonwealth
and for Western Australia for the
last ten years. This shows a rise
of 19.4 per cent. for the Common-
wealth and 15.3 per cent. for
Western Australia. Seasonal fluc-
tuations are apparent.

Cornmonwealtb

1952/53
1053/54
1954/55
1055/56
1958/57
1957/58
19&R/59
1950/00
1960/61
1001/62

Million
Gallns
1,215-2
1,189-7
1,325-S
1,402-0
1,357.9
1,284-4
1,370-2
1,403-0
1,339-5
1,450-0

Rise or
Faln

+j 11-4
+ 5.7

-3-1

+- 8-4
+ 2-4

-4. 5
-- 8-3

+I 19.4

Western
Australia

Million Rise Or
Gallons rall

49-8 ..
60.0 + 0.3
54-2 + 8.3
55.7 +. 2.7
57-0 +- 2-4
53.5 - 6-2
52.2 - 2-5
57-6 + 10-5
58-5 +- 1.7
57.5 - 1.9

+ 16.3

TOBACCO INDUSTRY
Allocation from Research Fund

14. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Agriculture:-
(1) What proportion of the £269,290

recently allocated to the tobacco
industry research programme does
this State expect to receive?

Government Research Programme
(2) Is it the intention of the Govern-

ment to proceed with a research
programme, placing emphasis on

739
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changing requirements, the breed-
ing of new varieties, and the con-
trol of diseases and pests, and the
discovery of suitable areas for the
growing of tobacco?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) The amount allocated to Western

Australia was £14,670 which is
comparable with allocations in
previous years. It is unlikely that
the funds will be fully used in
view of the restricted research
programme contemplated.

(2) It is intended that research of
Australia-wide application, which
is financed by the Tobacco Indus-
try Research Fund, will be final-
ised during the coming season.
It is obvious that tobacco buyers
have decided that the soils and
climatic environment at Manji-
mup produce leaf generally un-
suitable for use In manufacture.
For this reason growers are
understandably not prepared to
continue production and some
have already departed for the
more suitable environments in
other States.
As there is ample opportunity for
production expansion beyond
Australian needs in other States
where the tobacco grown is
readily acceptable to buyers, it is
not considered advisable to con-
tinue extensive tobacco research
and the research station facilities
will be used to investigate alter-
native crop production.

TUART HILL HIGH SCHOOL
Students for 1963

15. Mr. WI. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Education:

What is the present estimate of
the number of students who will
attend Tuart Hill High School at
commencement of the 1963 school
year?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
The number is 1.540.

LEEDERVILLE HIGHWAY
Sutherland Street--Osborne Park

Section
16. Mr. W. REGNEY asked the Minister

for Works:
(1) Can he state when a start might

be made on the construction of
Leederville Highway from Suther-
land Street to Osborne Park
(apparently via the eastern and
northern ends of Monger's Lake)
referred to in the recent report
of the Town Planning Authority,
and published in The West Aurs-
tralian newspaper?

(2) When Is this highway likely to be
completed?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) This work has not yet been pro-

grammed. It is not expected that
it will be put in hand within ten
years.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

FISH IN MONGER'S LAKE
Cause of Death

11. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Fisheries:

Is he in a Position to explain the
reason for the large number of
dead fish on the shore of Monger's
Lake?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
I have no information in relation
to this matter, which evidently
was not referred to the Fisheries
Department.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS
Main Street-Green Street-Scarborough

Beach Road Intersection

18. Mr. W. HEONEY asked the Minister
for Transport:
(1.) Has consideration been given to

the matter of installing traffic
lights at the junction of Main
Street, Green Street, and Scar-
borough Beach Road?

(2) When are such lights likely to be
installed?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) There are several other installa-

tions with higher priorities and
the date of installation at this
intersection is therefore not
known.

CHURCHLANDS HIGH SCHOOL
Students for 1963

19. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Is it expected that Churchiands

High School will be ready for in-
take of students at commence-
ment of the 1963 school year?

(2) From what primary schools or
what area, will students be drawn
for this school?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Churchlands.

Floreat Park.
Wandarra.
Wembley.
Wemibley Downs.
DoublevieQ (1)
South Scarborough.
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SEWERAGE AT MT. HAWTHORN
Extension to Unsewered Districts

20. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) What part of Mt. Hawthorn dis-

trict bounded by Scarborough
Beach Road, Harbourne Street,
Oxford Street, and Monger's Lake,
remains to be sewered?

(2) Can any indication be given as to
when the sewerage system for the
unsewered area will be Proceeded
with?

Extension to Glendalough Home
for the Aged

(3) Have representations been made
by the Health Department with
respect to the necessity for sewer-
age installation at Olendalough
Home for the Aged?

(4) Whben is such work likely to be
commenced?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The area west of Brady and

Federation Streets.
(2) and (3) No.
(4) The considerations relating to the

sewering of Glendalough are being
investigated.

WILD-FLOWERS: PRESERVATION
Introduction 0f Protective Legislation

21. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for lands:
(1) When did he receive the report of

the advisory conference with re-
spect to the preservation of wild-
flowers?

(2) In view of the comparative
urgency of the matter, will he
reconsider his decision not to
introduce legislation during the
present session for their more
effective preservation?

(3) If not, will he outline his reason?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) to (3) The initial report of the

conference was received by me on
the 16th April, 1962. following
which Cabinet appointed an inter-
departmental committee compris-
ing the tinder-Secretary for Lands.
the Conservator of Forests, the
Commissioner of Main Roads.
and the Director and Chief
Inspector of Fisheries, to investi-
gate and advise on legislation con-
sidered necessary.
The interdepartmental committee
is actively pursuing the matter.
and its final report is expected
shortly.

HOUSING FOR PENSIONERS
Single-unit Flats at Albany

22. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing:
(1) Is it the intention of the State

Government to erect single pen-
sioners flats at Albany, and if so.
when?

(2) If not, would the Government
make available land in Albany, to
the Australian Pensioners' League
Inc., W.A. Division, for the pur-
pose of erecting single pensioners'
fiats at that centre?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) Not at Present.
(2) On a number of previous occa-

sions, the Government has made
land available to the W.A. Pen-
sioners' League, and if a similar
request is made in respect to Al-
bany, if practicable it will receive
most sympathetic consideration.

Building in Stirling Highway for
Elderly Women

23. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing:
(1) Is it the intention of the State

Government to erect a three-
storey building for the housing of
elderly women pensioners, at the
cost of E120,000 in Stirling High-
way?.

(2) If so, what provision will be made
to enable aged persons to get
from first floor to the third floor
of the flats, other than stairway
or steps?

(3) If there is no provision other than
stairs or steps to enable pen-
sioners to get to and from their
accommodation in the Proposed
building, would he undertake to
confer with the Pensioners'
League on this matter as it Is
claimed that there would be no
more than 15 per cent, of the
11,000 Pensioners registered with
the League capable of climbing
stairs?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) Yes, at an estimated cost of not

less than £120,000.
(2) The applicants selected for the

upper floors will be Persons
capable of using the stairways.

(3) The Proposed building is not in-
tended primarily to cater for per-
sons with a disablement which
prevents them from using the
stairs. The ground floor will ac-
commodate 33 per cent. of the
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pensioners. The flat construction
at South Perth for widows does
not appear to have caused any
undue hardship. The only al-
ternative would be the provision
of lifts which would be very ex-
pensive and uneconomical.

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES
Employment of Married Women

24. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
(1) Is there a record of the number

of married women (excluding
those who are separated, have in-
valid husbands, etc.) who are
employed by the Crown, or in-
strumentalities established by the
Crown, such as the Lotteries
Commission, the Frernantle Har-
bour Trust, the R. and 1. Bank,
etc.?

(2) If so, how many such women are
employed on-
(a) permanent staff;
(b) temporary staff?

(3) Apart from cases where such
women may have professional or
other special qualifications, is any
regard paid to the financial cir-
cumstances of the husbands?

Mr.
(1)

BRAND replied:
There is no central record of the
number of married women em-
ployed by the Crown and Crown
instrumentalities.

(2) In the State Public Service, In
respect of which there are records
immediately available, the number
of such women employed I-
(a) permanent staff-nil;
(b) temporary staff-3D.

(3) No. The policy is not to employ
married women when single girls
are available. The majority of
those employed have professional
or special qualifications or are
employed in remote localities.

1871 PENSIONERS
Number of Pensioners and Amount Paid

25. Mr. DAVIES asked the Treasurer:
(1) How many Persons are receiving

pensions under the provisions of
the 1871 pension Act at this
stage?

(2) What is the annual value of such
pensions paid?

(3) When did the last person become
eligible for a pension under this
Act?

Mr.
(1)
(2)
(3)

BRAND replied:
166.
£111,915.
The 15th May, 1956.

VICTORIA PARK TRAFFIC OFFICE
Licenses issued, and Value

26. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) How many motor vehicle licenses

(all classes, including motor cycle)
have been issued each year from
the Victoria Park Police Traffic
Office since that office was estab-
lished?

(2) What has been the yearly value
of these licenses?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) 1956-57 3,224 (Office opened

1957-58
1958-59
1959-60
1960-61
1961-62

(2) 1956-57
1957-58
1958-59
1959-60
1960-61
1961-62

24,661
24,220
28,491
31,964
33,534

f:
14,517

107,703
128,585
167,399
198,944
206,826

8/4/57)

NORTH KIMBERLEY PASTORAL
AREA

Establishment of Port at Mission Cove
27. Mr. RHATIGAN asked the Premier:

Now that the report on hydro-
graphic survey of Napier Broome
Bay in the North Kimberley
region has been completed, and
recommends that a suitable site
for a port to open up the Noath
Kimberley pastoral area could be
established at Mission Cove at a
cost of £400,000, servicing 32
million acres capable of carrying
41,000 cattle, will he make an
immediate approach to the Com-
monwealth Government for the
amount required for this very
necessary port, to open up the
pastoral Industry in the North
Kimberleys?

Mr. BRAND replied:
The port proposal to serve North
Kimberley will be considered as
part of the over-all represen-
tations for northern development.
It should not be dealt with as a
single project at this juncture and
is being considered as part of a
broader plan for opening up the
North Kimnberley including road
access.

STATOR LTD.
Establishment at Mactdington

28. Mr. D. G. MAY asked the Minister
for industrial Development:
(1) Will he advise whether any firm

decision has been reached in con-
nection with the establishment at
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Maddlngton of the German group
manufacturing venture Stator
Ltd.?

(2) Has this firm been granted a lease
of the former Canning Park race-
course?

(3) If so, will he indicate the condi-
tions of lease?

(4) Will he state where it is proposed
to locate the 110 houses required
for the industry?

(5) When is it anticipated that
building for phase one of the pro-
ject, costing £250,000, will com-
mence?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Until such time as Stator Hold-

ings Ltd, submits a firm proposi-
tion to the Government no deci-
sion can be made.

(2) No. The company was advised on
the 27th June, 1962, that the Gov-
ernment would not commit for
other purposes the Canning Park
Race Course for three months to
allow the company time to put
forward firm proposals.

(3) Answered by No. (2).
(4) The Government has made no

commitment to provide housing.
This can only be considered after
any decision referred to In No.
(1) has been made.

(5) Not known. No firmn proposal is
before the Government.

MINERAL CLAIMS
Decision of Minister for mines on

No. 292
29. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Lands:
(1) Did he not assure the House more

than once during the week com-
mencing the 14th August that "No
decision whatsoever has yet been
made by the Minister for Mines
in regard to the application for
mineral claim No. 292"?

(2) Did he not also say (Hansard, No.
4, page 540): "After obtaining
such information as would assist
him, he came to a fair and pro-
per decision"?

(3) Is not this so-called "fair and pro-
per decision" the one to which a
motion on the notice paper re-
fers?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) The only decision made

by the Minister for Mines in re-
gard to application for mineral
claim No. 292 has been to order

a survey. The full context of my
statement is, and I quote (Han-
sard No. 4 of 1962, page 540)-

Mr. BOVELL: The Minister is
entitled to-and indeed should,
because he is the authority who
must decide--obtain such in-
formation as will assist him to
come to a fair and proper de-
cision: and to him and his de-
partmental advisers It appeared
essential that the positions of
the several boundaries should
be established. Perhaps I might
be permitted to repeat that.
The Minister is entitled-

Mr. Tonkin: But who says
that?

Mr. Bickerton: Who did say that?
Mr. BOVELL: I said that, as is re-

corded in Hansard. Continuing
the Hansard report-

Mr. BOVELL: I am saying it.
The Minister is entitled to--
and indeed should because he
has the authority-make such a
decision. After obtaining such
information as would assist him
he came to a fair and proper
decision. To him and his de-
partmental advisers it appeared
essential that the positions of
the several boundaries should be
established.

It is therefore quite apparent that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion has taken text out of context.
My reference was to the Minister
for Mines' decision to order a
survey.
He has already, by way of a pre-
vious question, attempted to place
words in my mouth in this matter
which I did not utter.
He now endeavours, in my opinion,
to create a false impression by
taking text out of context from a
Hansard report.
It would appear to me that he is
trying to establish his false
charges against the Minister for
Mines by subtle means-
(a) to manoeuvre me into admit-

ting something I did not say,
andI

(b) by endeavouring to create in
the minds of honorable
members a false impression
of my statement in the
House.

If this is the case all I can say
is, such methods are mean and
ill becoming to a person who holds
the distinguished office of Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in this
Assembly.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Accuracy of Press Report

1.Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Police;.

Was he correctly reported in The
West Australian of today's date in
regard to the proposed amend-
ments to the Police Act, and will
he state his version?9

Mr. CRAIG replied:
I was not reported correctly in this
morning's issue of The West Aus-
tralian.

Correction of Press Report

2. Mr. BRADY asked the Speaker:.
Arising out of the reply given by
the Minister for Police Will you
see that a correction is made in
the report of the proceedings of
Parliament held last evening ap-
pearing in this morning's issue of
The West Australian?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Of
course I am not responsible for the report
that has been made, but I will mention
it to the reporting staff and I do not
anticipate any difficulty.

MINERAL CLAIMS
Decision of Minister for Mines on

No. 292
3. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Lands:
Reverting to his answer to my
question No. 29, does he then ad-
mit that the Minister's decision
to order a survey is the decision
referred to In the motion on the
notice paper?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
The Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion can put his questions in this
regard on the notice paper-

Mr. Tonkin: Yes or no?
Mr. BOVELL: -and every future

question. He is not going to trap
me into saying anything wrong in
any of these matters. I know the
tactics of the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, and I well re-
member what happened about Co-
operative Bulk Handling when the
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion-

Mr. TONKIN: On a point of order, is
the Minister for Lands answering
the question I asked him or is he
making a speech?

Mr. BOVELL: I am answering the
question and amplifying that
answer by giving the reasons for
it.

The SPEAKER: Order! All that is
required is for the Minister to re-
quest the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition to place notice of the
questions on the notice paper.

Mr. BOVEfL: Very well. I bow to your
ruling, Mr. Speaker.

ITINERANT SALESMEN

Protection o1 Housewives

4. Mr. D. G. MAY asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Is he aware of the Publicity which

recently appeared in the Press
relative to the aspect of objection-
able salesmen who obtain signa-
tures from housewives under false
pretences?

(2) Is he further aware of the anxiety
and anguish which has been oc-
casioned to many families because
of standover salesmen who plague
housewives?

(3) Can he indicate whether there is
any legal action which can be
directed against these salesmen?

(4) Has the Government instituted
any inquiries with a view to
protecting the already harassed
housewives?

Mr. COURT replied:
That question, of course, is direct-
ed to me as the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Justice.
However, I do not think it would
be reasonable to expect me to
answer it off the cuff and I there-
fore ask the honourable member
to place his question on the notice
paper.

Mr. May: With respect, I did give
notice of this question this morn-
ing to the Minister for Justice.

Mr. COURT: I will have the matter
checked.

BP REFINERY (KWINANA)

LIMITED BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr. Court (Minister for Indus-
trial Development), read a first time.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. War Service Land Settlement Scheme

Act Amendment Bill.
2. Firearms and Guns Act Amendment

Bill.
Bills returned from the Counoil with-

out amendment.
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BILLS (9): THIRD READING
1. Associations Incorporation Act

Amendment Bill,
Bill read a third time, on motion bi

Mr. Court (Minister for Industrial
Development), and passed.

2. Law Reform (Statute of Frauds) Bill.
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Court (Minister for Industrial
Development), and transmitted to
the Council.

3. Lotteries (Control) Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Ross Hutchinson (Chief Sec-
retary), and transmitted to the
Council.

4. Pharmacy and Poisons Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Ross Hutchinson (minister for
Health), and transmitted to the
Council.

5. Amendments Incorporation Act
Amendment Bill.

6. Reprinting of Acts Authorisation Act
Amendment Bill.

Bills read a third time, on motions by
Mr. Court (Minister for Industrial
Development), and passed.

'7. Building Societies Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Ross Hutchinson (chief Sec-
retary) and passed.

8. Grain Pool Act Amendment Bill.
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agricul-
ture), and transmitted to the Coun-
cil.

9. Superannuation and Family Benefits
Act Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Brand (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Report

Report of Committee adopted.

METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLIES

Increased Rates Assessments: Motion

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [5.12 p.m.): I move-

That the very steep rises in rate
assessments issued by the Metropoli-
tan Water Supply Department which
have resulted from excessive and un-
necessary increases in valuations im-
pose a heavy burden upon the rate-
payers and emphasise that the Govern-
ment is continuing to use the Metro-
politan Water Supply Department as

a taxing authority for the benefit of
general revenue. Accordingly in the
opinion of this House the Government
deserves condemnation and the House
requests that immediate steps be taken
to relieve the people of the unjust
imposition to which they have been
subjected.

Yesterday I asked certain questions of the
Minister for Water Supplies in connec-
tion with this matter, and the questions
and answers appear in the Votes and Pro-
ceedings No. 14 of the 28th August. My
first question was-

Are all metropolitan districts being
rated for water, sewerage and drain-
age this year on altered valuations?

And the answer was "Yes". Therefore we
can conclude straightaway that no dis-
trict has been exempted from increases
even though in some districts increases
might have been made in valuations last
year. So it is a blanket increase on all
metropolitan consumers. My second Ques-
tion was--

If not, which districts have been
revalued?

That was covered by the first answer. The
third question was-

Is it a fact that in some instances
valuations for rating purposes have
been. increased by more than 40 per
cent. and in many instances more
than 30 per cent, over last year?

Not a valuation of some years ago but
last year's. And the answer to that ques-
tion wa--

Some valuations have risen by more
than 40 per cent., and others by more
than 30 per cent., but the over-all
average increase is estimated at 18
per cent. Under progressive reviews
exceedingly few valuations were In
accordance with the provisions of
the governing Act and the present
percentage increase is due to that
fact and is also largely dependent
upon the length of time since the
previous review.

My fourth question was--
What is the estimated amount by

which departmental revenue from
rates only is expected to exceed the
amount obtained from that source
last financial year?

The answer was-
£370,0 00, but this again is offset by

a much lesser excess water revenue
due to higher rebates and the neces-
sity for meeting increased loan in-
terest and sinking fund charges of
£147,000 and operating costs approxi-
mately £19,000.

Before I leave that last reply I should
like to point this out: That answer shows
straightaway that the Government has

745
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departed from the principle of pay-as-
you-use, because it admits that this year
it will receive less money from excess
water and more from rates.

The principle of pay-as-you-use is to
receive a minimum from rates so that the
quantity of water available will be reduced,
and then those who want more than the
basic quantity shall purchase water by
way of excess water. But this action of the
Government in increasing rates in this
wday automatically increases the allowance
for water over what it was last year. In
some cases it was already more than
People required last year. They did not
use their quantity. This year they are given
a still greater allowance of water for
which they will have to pay In rates, be-
cause the department admits that it an-
ticipates this year £370,000 more in rates
than it obtained last year, but its revenue
from excess water will fall away.

So there is the end of any suggestion
that the Government has embarked upon
a pay-as-you-use system; and one of the
worst features of this is that the Govern-
ment deliberately encouraged people to
put in their own water Supplies on the
understanding that they would get a very
great rebate in rates because the quantity
of water would be less and, therefore, as
they had their own water supply they
would not be obliged to use excess. But now
their rates have been increased by, we are
told, an average of 18 per cent, and in
somne cases by more than 40 per cent; and
in other cases by more than 30 per cent.

In order to follow this clearly :it is
necessary to have some reference to the
Act and the basic figures. The Govern-
ment, in order to bring about this so-
called new Policy, amended the Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Act, and made this provision
with regard to rating-one which the
member for Subiaco strongly supported: I
do not know why. However, he was
strongly in support of this new arrange-
ment. I propose to quote from section 74
of the Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Act. It reads as
follows:-

74. The annual value of any rate-
able land within a district may. at the
option of the Minister, be either-

(1) the current value of the local
authority in whose district
the land is situated; or

(2) a sum equal to the estimated
full, fair, average amount of
rent at which such land may
reasonably be expected to let
from year to year, on the
assumption (if necessary to
be made) that such letting is
allowed by law, less a. deduc-
tion of forty pounds per
centumn for all outgoings; or

(3) an amount not exceeding six
pounds per centumn on the
capital value of the land in
fee simple.

That provision was substituted for the
provision previously in the law which said
that the annual rental value would be the
figure as assessed in the way set out there,
less 20 per cent. for rates and taxes and
20 per cent. for repairs. But in Practice
the department then took 6O per cent. of
the resultant figure and used that for
rating.

Now let us assume that the valuer
assessed the annual rental value as £100.
Under the Labor Government that £100
would have been reduced by £20 and then
by a further £20, leaving £60; and the
department would then have taken 60 per
cent. of that £60 and the amount upon
which the rates would have been levied
would have been £:36. What is the situa-
tion under the present law? Let us take
the basic valuation of £100; less 40 per
cent. and the department then rates on
£60. So instead of rating on £36 as would
have been the case under the Labor legis-
lation, the department rates on £60 for the
same valued house.

We are told that this year the average
increase in valuations has been 18 per cent.
So on that house, which was valued at
£100 in 1958 and upon which the depart-
ment would have levied a rate of £36. the
department will now levy a rate, if we
take the average increase, of £71 for the
same house. This is practically double
the rating figure-almost double, from £36
to £71-in a little less than four years.

This is completely unjustified, seeing
that for the whole six years of Its office the
Labor Government was able to rely on the
ordinary progressive valuations and rated
on 60 per cent, of those valuations after
allowing 40 per cent.: and it was able, at
the same time, to reduce the rate in tbe
pound.

This Government has had to resort to
these steep increases in valuations. Let
me give the House the details in connec-
tion with the illustration I have taken.
Under the Labor Government the rate in
the pound was is. 6d. for water; 1s. 9d. for
sewerage, and 4d. for drainage; and so, on
that house having an annual rental value
of £190 the Tatepayer would have Paid
£2 14s. for water and obtained an allow-
ance of 31,000 gallons. He would have
paid £3 3s. for sewerage, 12s. for drainage,
or a total rate of £6 9s.

Before this 18 per cent. increase took
place on the same valued house under this
Government the ratepayer would have
paid £3 for water, as against £2 14s., with
an allowance of 30,000 gallons as against
31,000 gallons. Hie would have paid £5 5s.
for sewerage, £1 for drainage, or a total
rate of £9 5s.



(Wednesday, 29 August, 1962.1I74

If we take the 18 per cent. average in-
crease this Year we get this situation: the
ratepayer will now pay £3 1s, for water,
giving him an allowance of 35,000 gallons
-4,000 gallons of water more than he
received under the Labor Government's
administration. At that time the Labor
Government was supposed to be making
people Pay for water they did not use.
The ratepayer is now given an increased
allowance of a further 4,000 gallons of
water which, In a number of cases, he will
niot want. He has to pay £6 4s, 3d. for
sewerage as against £3 3s. under the Labor
Government: £1 3s. 8d. for drainage,' as
against 12s. under the Labor Government,
or a total rate now on the same house of
£10 l8s, lid, against a rate under the
Labor Government of £6 9s.

He has been subjected to an increase in
his rate of 70 per cent. in less than four
years; and that is why I charge the Gov-
ernment with the steep increases in the
rates which, in my view, cannot be justified
in any shape or form.

It would be as well to have regard for
the revenue figures over a number of years
to see just what has resulted. In 1958-59
the total revenue of the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department was £2,163,007.
In the year 1959-60 the total revenue was
down about £90,000. It was £2,071,848. In
1960-61 the revenue of the department
jumped £700,000, and that was the year
when this Government imposed the arbi-
trary increase of 25 per cent. upon valua-
tions; and so we get a figure of £2,178,428.
For the year 19IF-(E-that is, the financial
year which closed on the 30th June this
year-the revenue of the department was
£2,86 1,865.

Now let us have a look at the expendi-
ture side. For the year 1958-59 the ex-
penditure of the department was £2,186,450.
For the year 1959-60 it was £2,324,075. For
the year 1960-61 it jumped to £2,715,701;
and for the year 1961-62 it jumped to
£2,883,821.

I would say there is something radically
wrong when it is necessary to step up the
revenue in such a short period of time by
almost 40 per cent.-almost 40 per cent.
increase in revenue and expenditure in
such a short period of time. It looks as
if the department is using every possible
method to get money, because it has even
started to rate people for sewerage-
people who are not connected to the sew-
erage and there is no possibility of their
being connected.

I received some telephone calls from
electors in the district of Melville, and
they wanted to know what It was all about.
There was no sewerage main in the dis-
trict and yet they had received notices
for sewerage. I have one of the notices
in front of me. It shows a valuation of
£101. The water rate is £5 is.: the sewer-
age rate is £8 16s. 9d.; and the main

drainage rate is £l13is. ad., making a
total rate of £15 11s, 5d. The joke is, of
course, that the man is not entitIrd to be
rated because it is impossible to connect
to the sewerage main as the district is not
sewered. I referred that case, and another
case, to the department, and I was in-
formed it was a mistake.

Mr. Toms: It's all right if it comes off.
Mr. TONKIN: The amended notices, ap-

parently, will be sent out accordingly.
However, it is passing strange if the de-
partment does not know where its sewers
are. It is bad enough to be levying this
increased rate on people who have to pay
the rate, and who are connected up, but
when they are charged sewerage rates for
sewerage that does not exist, it is the last
straw.

Mr. Brand: Didn't these people make
the same mistakes when you were there?
They are the same people.

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier is putting up
to me a hypothetical case. His question
was, "Didn't they make the same mnis-
takes?" I am not going to answer that
question.

Mr. Brand: Why not? It was a simple
question.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Premier will put a
specific question to me-

Mr. Brand: I am asking you a simple
question. Didn't they make the same
mistakes when you were there?

Mr. TON'KIN, If the Premier will put a
simple Question to me, such as I asked
the Minister for Lands today-

Mr. Bovell: Yes. You were frightened
of the consequences of it.

Mr. TONKIN: -which is capable of
being answered by "Yes" or "No"-

Mr. Brand: You can answer this question
"Yes" or "No."

Mr. TONKIN: That is so; but I am
going to bargain with the Premier: If he
will get the minister for Lands to answer
my Question, "Yes" or "No", I will answer
his question.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I do
not think that has anything to do with the
motion.

Mr. TONKIN: I agree, Mr. Speaker; but
it is an interesting sidelight.

Mr, Hovell: I will answer Your doubtful
question in my own way.

Mr. TONKIN: I will tell the Minister,
when I get an opportunity to speak to the
motion. I will answer him good and
properly, too.

Mr. Bovell: We've heard you before.
Mr. Brand: Yes, for years.
Mr. TONKIN: And the Minister will

hear me again, good and properly too, if I
am given the opportunity.
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Mr, Oldfield: If he runs true to form he
will go out of the Chamber before that
happens.

Mr. Dovell; I have heard you over the
years.

Mr. TONKIN: I know: and that is why
the Minister has to get personal without
attacking the argument at all.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. TONKIN: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker.

If I am led away in this way you cannot
blame me if I retaliate.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Don't
be too sure of that.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not say that you
would niot blame me; I said that you could
not really blame me. To come back to the
question-which, of course, is unpalatable
to the Government--it cannot deny that it
assured the electorate that in its new rat-
ing system, in reducing the rate in the
pound from Is. 6d. to is., it was going to
reduce the basic quantity of water, and
therefore confer a benefit upon the people
who used less water. Well, it has not done
that. It has failed completely to do that,
as I have shown by the example which I
have taken, and which can be multiplied
1,000 times aver by taking any valuation
whatever.

I have taken a simple one to follow with
a basic figure of £100. I have indicated
that having regard for the fact that the
rate has been reduced from is. 6d. in the
pound to Is., people with comparable houses
are still paying more in rates than they
would have paid under the Labor admini-
stration. The allowance for water is a
bigger figure and therefore this so-called
pay-as-you-use system is a myth. From
the complaints which members on this side
have received, and I have no doubt mem-
bers on the other side as well, widespread
dissatisfaction has resulted from the steep
and unnecessary increases which have been
imposed when the Government arbitrarily
increased the valuations by 25 per cent.
The Government did this without refer-
ence to anybody, and without using valuers:
It simply got hold of the existing book
values and wrote them up 25 per cent.

That was bad enough, but the present
position is far worse because they have now
been written up 40 per cent. Instead of
taking 60 per cent. of the net annual rental
value as was done under Labor, this Gov-
ernment takes iOO per cent, of it.

Let us refer back to the illustration I
gave. The annual rental value of a house
is £100. If the Labor Government was
In power rates would be charged on £35;
under this Government, in the short period
of less than four Years, the rates are
charged on £71: In other words the rate
has practically doubled-the annual value
upon which the rates are based has been
practically doubled, with no justification
whatever. That is Why I state that the

Government should be condemned for its
action, because it cannot be justified, When
we claimed previously that the Government
was using this department as a taxing
machine to benefit general revenue it was
denied. But when the Premier delivered
his Budget statement he admitted it.

Mr. Oldfield: That is one lie he told.
Mr. TONKIN: He quoted from his Bud-

get statement to show the improved gen-
eral revenue position as a result of the
increased rating in the Water Supply
Department. If anyone doubts that let
.him turn up the Premier's statement and
read it for himself. It is an amazing situ-
ation when it is denied that all this in-
creased money is benefitting general rev-
enue, and we have a statement from the
Treasurer to the effect that owing to these
increases the general revenue Position is so
much better than it would otherwise have
been.

Our complaint is that the increases in
costs per annum have been no greater in
ratio during the term of this Government
than they were during the term of the
Hawke Labor Government; and during the
whole of the six years we were able to rely
on the ordinary Progressive valuations,
taking only £36 out of every £00D as the
basic rate, and reducing the rates from
time to time. This Government has had
to resort to increased costs on excess water.
It has gone from is. 9d. per 1,000 gallons to
2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons, and valuations
have almost doubled. I say it requires a
very solid explanation to justify the situ-
ation which has arisen.

As a matter of fact, the Government has
bungled badly on this question-, and, in
order to extricate itself, or attempt to do
so, it made a statement on the hustings
that it was going to put the department
under the control of a board. NOW the
Government seems to have gone a bit cold
on tat, because the reference in the Gov-
ernor's Speech was that consideration was
to be given to this board. So having told
the people on the hustings that it was
going to be done we are now told that the
Government is going to give consideration
to it; and for this purpose the Minister
for Water Supplies paid a visit to the
east to make some inquiries.

The significant part of this is that the
Leader of the Country Party, the Deputy
Premier, told the people at the Darling
Range election that the Country Party
would have none of it. So it is going to
be a fine kettle of fish! An undertaking
is given on the part of the Government
to the electors that the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department is going to be
put under a board; Parliament is told at
its opening that the Government is giving
consideration to this question; and within
weeks the Deputy Premier tells the people
at Darling Range that the Country Party
will not agree to it.
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Mr. Nalder: That is not correct.
Mr. TONKIN: Yes it is.
Mr. Nalder: It is not.
Mr. TONKIN: Then I hope the Deputy

Premier will take advantage of the op-
portunity to state exactly what he said;
because there were present at my meet-
ing-

The SPEAKER (Mr. Herman): I do
not think this has anything to do with
the motion.

Mr. TONKIN: Mr. Speaker-
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The

question of a board is not mentioned in
the motion.

Mr. TONKIN: One does not have to
mention everything in the motion, surely!
That would be a new departure from pro-
cedure.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearinan): Order!
If the bonourable member is going to talk
to me like that I shall not allow him to
continue. I told the honourable member
that the things to which he was referring
were not mentioned in the motion; be-
cause I see no mention of the word
"board" in it. I am not going to be
spoken to like that.

Mr. TONKIN: I meant no disrespect
for you, Mr. Speaker-

Mr. Brand- Not much!
Mr. TONKIN: -nor do I ever. if

members on the other side like to infer
from my action things that suit them,
I cannot help that. But I play the game
according to the rules, and I endeavour
to abide by the Standing Orders. I am
not always allowed to do so, but I en-
deavour to interpret them and obey them;
and, Sir, if you can show me where I am
contravening the Standing Orders I will
be the first to desist. I was merely re-
marking that, surely you. Sir, do not re-
quire that every word a member is going
to utter must be mentioned in his motion.
if in explanation of what I am saying
I relate my remarks to what is in the
motion, surely that is within the Standing
Orders.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Yes;
and that is what I am expecting you to
do.

Mr. TONKINI: That is what I thought
I was doing before. If I say, as I do in
my motion, that these steep increases
which have been imposed are such as to
make the Government liable for condem-
nation; then I think, in explaining that
situation, I am entitled to refer to the
fact that this is what has happened under
the department as a result of the Govern-
ment's policy. But Government policy, in
order to give effect to this so-called pay-
as-you-use system-which, by the way,
is not mentioned in the motion either-

may be such that the pay-as-you-use
system may or may not be the one adopted
if the Government establishes a board.

The Government promises the people,
in connection with this water supply, as
the Premier said, in order to remove it
from political control, to place it under
a board; and then we get the situation
which developed, and which I was ex-
plaining at the time, that the policy seems
to have altered, because in His Excel-
lency's Speech the Government changed
its ground and said that it was going to
give consideration to the position. Sub-
sequently even that position has been
altered according to a statement made by
the Deputy Premier. That is all I wanted
to establish, and I consider I was entitled
to do so.

The fact remains that we now have a
situation where the rates-and this can-
not be successfully gainsaid-have been so
increased that at this junctur6 they are
70 per cent. in excess of what they were
under the Labor administration. That has
meant a tremendous increase in the sewer-
age rate. When the sewerage section of
the department has for years been show-
ing a substantial credit, we get this large
increase in the sewerage rate-quite un-
justifiably-and also this large increase in
the water rate. The result of that is to
further increase the allowances for water,
and to give to those people with their own
water supply still more water, which they
do not want to use, from the departmental
supply.

This has happened although the Gov-
ernment said that one of its objectives in
regard to this matter was to reduce the
basic rate in order to encourage people to
put in their own water supply. A fine
lot of encouragement that is! It is a fine
lot of encouragement to put the rates up
on an average of 18 per cent., and to admit
in some cases that the Increase is more
than 40 per cent., while in a number of
others it is more than 30 per cent. I amn
told that increases of 50 per cent, do
exist.

Those increases are savage, and they are
the result of this legislation of the Gov-
ernment that was intended to correct a
situation which was supposed to be a bad
situation. When we come to consider it, it
is a subject for mirth, because members
on the Government side complained that
the valuers in the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department did not know their job,
and that was why the valuations were so
high in Subiaco-because they did not
know their job.

Accordingly the Government, at a cost
of some thousands of pounds, entered into
an arrangement with the Commonwealth
to enable the Commonwealth Taxation de-
partment to do the valuing; and strange
as it may seem, that department took over
most of the valuers who had been doing
the job for the State. Practically all of
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those valuers got jobs with the Common-
wealth, to carry on what they had been
doing before. We were told that this was
going to be a method by which we would
get a fair valuation. As a result of it we
got the situation I have now outlined.
What a marvellous improvement that is!

it was all eyewash, of course, as we said
at the time. It could not be justified;
there was no advantage to be derived in
any shape or form. On the other hand,
it only imposed a greater cost on the rate-
payers in both directions. It imposed a
greater cost for carrying out the valua-
tions, and a higher increase in the
valuations to the unfortunate consumers.
So the Government would be hard put to
find any justification whatever for the
mess it has made in the water rating
system in the metropolitan area. It has
gone from one blunder to another. First
we had the arbitrary increase of 85 Per
cent.; and now this is the latest, which
means that for all time, and so long as
this policy exists, valuations will be 40
per cent. above what they were under the
Labor legislation. That, of course, means
increased rates on the ratepayers for
water, for sewerage, and for drainage. I
therefore consider that I am justified in
referring to these increases as excessive
and unnecessary; and there is no doubt
about their imposing a heavy burden upon
the ratepayers concerned-a very heavy
burden upon some of them.

I have letters in my possession from
ratepayers in various walks of life-some
of them pensioners-complaining of the
steep increases which have taken place
over the last year. Of course, as the in-
creases are general, and as there is an
average increase of 18 per cent., one can
well imagine that in some instances the
increases must be 50 per cent, and 60 per
cent.-maybe even higher.

It is on behalf of those people that we
on this side of the House protest; and pro-
test as strongly as we can. So the last
portion of my resolution reads-

Accordingly in the opinion of this
House the Government deserves con-
demnation and the House requests
that immediate steps be taken to re-
lieve the people of the unjust imposi-
tion to which they have been subjected.

This could be done straightaway, despite
the fact that rate notices have been sent
out. They could be revised just as easily
as the rate notices including sewerage
charges which should not have been made,
will be revised. The water rate charges
could be revised in the same way: and the
Government could issue an instruction,
notwithstanding this law that the depart-
ment shall rate on 60 per cent. of the
annual value. The Government could
adopt a system of valuation which would
bring it more into line with what is re-
quired to meet the situation.

If one examines the records of the de-
partment for the last 30 years one will
find that the increase in revenue, and the
increase in costs, rise with a steady curve
until it comes to the period of office of
this Government; and then we find that
in the Year 1960-61 there was a steep
jump-it was no longer a gradual curve-
because the revenue and expenditure were
limited as a result of the very bad policy
of the Government-not of the depart-
ment-a policy which the Government
foisted upon the department. I have no
doubt, against the remonstrances of the
department. But that position will be
made clear later on, of course, when we
have access to the papers, as we will one
day, sooner or later, depending on the
turn of events. Then we will be able to
know the full story.

But I assume at this stage, because of
the unholy mess that has been made of
the business, that it was not done with
departmental concurrence or recommen-
dation. It was the Government's policy
foisted upon the department, against the
department's advice. I must admit I am
only guessing in that: I do not know. But
that is my assumption, and time will prove
whether it is a correct assumption or not,
when we have access to the papers, as we
most certainly will one day.

Mr. Graham: Very shortly.
Mr. TONKIN: The Government which

set itself out to assist this section of rate-
payers, and that section of ratepayers, has
failed miserably to help either. They are
all paying more than they paid before, and
the lot of them are given much bigger
allowances for water than they had be-
fore. which is greatly in excess of their
requirements.

So we get the admission that this year
the department expects to obfain from
rates alone an additional £370,000 over
and above last year. The Minister then
goes on to say, "But there will be less
from excess water", showing that he will
get his revenue from people who would
not use the water in spite of getting it
from those who will. That is the exact
opposite from this so called pay-as-you-use
system which was supposed to be the
fairer method: and which the Govern-
ment was aiding. I submit the motion I
have already read to the House.

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Water
Supplies) [5.55 p.m.]: We have listened
this evening to a type of dissertation from
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition with
which we have become familiar over the
years. With other members in this House
it has been my pleasure to have been a
member here for over 15 years. It was
14 years ago when I first heard the hon-
ourable gentleman speaking on the famous
Lake Chandler business. As a matter of
fact, as a result of that he was nicknamed
"Alunite Jack".
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Mr. Tonkin: On a point of order, and
as a matter of interest, is this mentioned
In the motion?

Mr. WILLD: Subsequently we heard from
the honourable member in considerable
detail on the question of Austrian houses.
This was followed by a dissertation on the
sires wasp, which in turn was followed by
the Captain Bruce incident and, later, by
the T.A.B. For the last 12 months or so
we have heard the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition on water.

We are fairly used to this type of motion
from the honourable member; and when
we come to look at the facts and figures,
we find that in nine cases out of 10 they
are nothing but a myth. We have this
evening heard the honourable member
mention an amount of £370,000. That is
the amount that is being taken this year
in excess of last Year's rates. We have
also heard him say at great length that
this Government uses the Water Supply
Department as a means of taxation-in
fact, that is part of his motion.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. WILD: I think it might be as well

for me to Place on record just what hap-
pened when the honourable member filled
the position I now occupy. It makes very
interesting reading indeed. I have here
the whole of the Revenue estimates and
expenditure for the past 10 years.

Mr. Graham: I thought you were going
to say 10 yards.

Mr. WILD: It takes about 10 yards to
record it. We find that in the first tax-
able year-that is. in 1953-54-which was
the first occasion that the honourable
member had a full financial year, he had
a surplus of £73,353. It rose the following
year to £114,000, then to £210,000. and
then again to £263,724. With the deficit
the honourable member took over from
the McLarty-Watts Government of £73,110
it gave him a surplus of £337,434. If that
is not taxing, I do not know what is. Is
that any different from what this Govern-
ment is doing? It is all just nothing but
a myth.

Let us consider the other side of the Pic-
ture. The honourable member left be-
hind a credit of £331,434; and yet he
charges this Government with being a
taxing machine. Apparently a credit of
£331,434 does not constitute taxation. I
suppose that is only peanuts. But due to
the policy of this Government we find at
this moment that amount has turned into
a deficit of £236,699, only because we have
treated it on a business basis. We have
looked at the picture year by Year and
recognised that we have had to pay our
way. So this surplus at the department
for which the honourable member was
criticising the Government has year by
year slipped away to such an extent that
today we are in the red to the Treasury
to the tune of £237,749

In regard to the question of striking a
rate and valuations, no-one knows better
than the honourable member that over
the years the Water Supply Department
was not able to keep up with the position
when it relied on its own valuations. I do
not want to bore the House, but I will
go through a few odd cases for last year
when the decision was made to have the
triennial calculation. In the metropolitan
area we find that Callista had not been
valued since 1954; North Fremantle since
1957; Ploreat Park since 1956; Maylands
and Mt. Lawley since 1956; Inglewood and
Mt. Yokine since 1957; Guildford since
1950; and Roleystone since 1954. Of course.
there are many others in between.

People in one part of the city were hav-
ing their rates raised because of valuations,
and in other parts of the metropolitan
area there was no increase at all. So the
Government in its wisdom-I say it was
a wise move, and time only will tell-has
now got everybody in the metropolitan
area on the same basis. Every third year
the officers of the Taxation Department
will go through and indicate to the Gov-
ernment of the day the valuations of the
Particular properties; and the honourable
member knows full well that over the post-
war years, barring the first two or three
when things were still upset because of
the war, valuations rose anything from 2j
Per cent to 5 per cent. per year.

So, barring something unfortuitous, the
People of this State can look forward in
exactly the same way as the cost-of-living
rises and the basic-wage rises to only a
natural increase. If a Government has
any sense of responsibility at all, it is very
necessary for it to realise that it has to
balance its budget. When I bear the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition saying
that the water rates are too high and that
the sewerage rates are too high, I wonder
whether he thinks we should confront the
Treasurer and say, "We want you to find
£150,000 or £200,000 out of your loan
allocation." If that were the case I wonder
what the other 79 members of Parliament
would say if they were told they could not
have a school or a hospital.

The Government is accepting its respon-
sibilities in this matter. It is estimated
that during the year we are going to have
a surplus of £6,000 out of a total turn-
over of £3,058,000. 1 would say that Is
not a bad estimate. With the increased
growth of Western Australia, year by
year, it becomes necessary to put in
many of these large facilities; and I give
the honourable member full credit for
starting the Serpentine Dam and the out-
fall at Swanbourne. I do not think there
are many people who realise what projects
of this nature cost. The Serpentine Dam
is going to cost the People of this State
£9,000,000, of which we have spent some-
thing over £6,000,000; and with the dupli-
cation of the Pipeline and the installation
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of the 54-inch main the project is going
to finally cost the people of this State
£9,000,000.

At Swanbourne we have the new outfall
which will cost £1,600,000. Interest has
to be paid on that money from the moment
building is commenced. Year by year
there is an interest bill which is about
£150,000 a year. That is an inescapable
charge which has to be borne by the rate-
payers of this State.

I would like to remind the Deputy Leatler
of the Opposition, who is also the member
for Melville, that only a few weeks ago he
presented a deputation in my office in
regard to a sewerage scheme for the south
of the river. He came in without a blush.
He did not seem at all upset when he
came in and asked for an initial expendi-
ture of between £9,000,000 and £10,000,000
to sewer the areas south of the river.

In its initial stages, this work will require
an expenditure or approximately £358,000
-and that is only the first stage. I take
it interest will have to be Paid on this
money; so it seems to me an amazing
thing that the honourable member, who sat
in my chair for six years, should come
along and tell this House we are using
the water consumers as a taxing machine,
completely losing sight of the fact that
money has to be provided for the big
instrumentalities which I previously men-
tioned.

As I said before, the honourable member
was instrumental in starting those projects,
but the Government has to be responsible
to the people of this State and has to pay
the interest. My colleague the Premier
has reminded me that it is interest and
sinking fund. I said before that the in-
terest is something in the vicinity of
£150,000 a year.

It seems to me that the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition likes to make water a
Political football and he likes to kick it
about as much as he possibly can. Only
this morning I was perusing the fies to
see what recommendations the honourable
member made to the honourable member
who interjected from the wrong seat.

Mr. Hawke: I did not interject; it was
the member for Mt. Marshall.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I did not hear any interjection at all.

Mr. Hawke: I would say that no person
from this side interjected. The interjec-
tion was from the member for Mt. Marshall
who stated in effect that the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition was not the only one who
made water a Political football.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):, I heard
no interjection at all.

Mr. Hawke: For your information. Sir.
It had reference to the Forrestfleld water
supply.

Mr. WILD: I apologise to the Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr. Bovell: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion did say something in a low voice.

Mr.' WILD: Time after time this matter
is made a political football; but we are
getting away completely from the great
benefits that accrue to the people of this
city when they get water. I am always
reminded of the many thousands and
thousands of people in Western Australia
who have no water supply at all. Accord-
ing to the platform of the Labor Party
and whiat it is going to do in this matter
-I think it will be like the nation alisation
of banking-it will have a uniform water
rate and scale of charges throughout the
State for all water for domestic and garden
purposes from schemes controlled by the
Government.

Mr. Hawke: Send for the policy of the
Country Party.

Mr. WIEL.D: It is interesting to note that
last year the operating loss on country
water supplies was £399,535, which with
capital charges-that is, interest and sink-
ing fund-of £1,400,000 there was a loss of
£1,799,000. If the honourable member sup-
ports his party's policy, the day he imple-
ments it there will be an increase of 50
Per cent. in the water rates of Western
Australia-not only in the country, but in
the metropolitan area too. That is the
hard cold fact and the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition knows it.

Mr. Tonkin: What is the policy of the
Liberal Party in the matter?

Mr. WILD: To try to pay its way; and
we endeavour to do this where we can.
In regard to water it is something we have
done.

Mr. Tonkin: Where?
Mr. WILD: I would like to tell the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition that we
have put more water schemes in country
towns in the last three years than has ever
been done in Western Australia in the
previous 10 years.

Mr. Tonkin: Nonsense!
Mr. WILD: Ask a question and see how

many schemes have been put in.
Mr. Hawke: Juggling Gerry.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):- Order!
Mr. WILD: I am sorry, Mr. Speaker;

but when members on the other side talk
tripe one has to answer them.

Mr. Rowberry: That is why metropolitan
rates go up.

Mr. WILD: There are many places in
the country that have no water supplies
at all. Only today a question was asked
by the member for Pilbara who wanted to
know when water could be supplied to
Nullagine. I can think of many places
In the State with no water supply.
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Mr. Hawke: Quairading.
Mr, WILD: These people are without

water; yet in the metropolitan area the
Opposition loves to make a political foot-
ball of the matter simply because the
people are being charged an extra pound
or two for their water. For the informa-
tion of members I would like to quote
what some people in the country have to
pay for their water. Members of the Op-
position read out notices showing a rise of
£5 and a rise of £;10, but I will refer to
one in the home town of the Leader of
the Opposition. We find an old type of
house in poor condition in Duke Street
where the annual valuation was £70. and
he pays £14 1ie. 8d.

Mr. Hawke: Because you increased his
rates 50 per cent.

Mr. WILD: While you were in power you
had the rate at is. 6d. in the pound while
many towns were paying 3s.

Mr. Hawke: You increased it 50 per
cent.

Mr. WILD: If that was not political
favouritism I do not know what was.

Mr. Hawke: It was initiated by James
Mitchell,

Mr. WILD: In Albany there is an old
house in poor condition with an annual
valuation of £117, and the rate is £26 6s. 6d.
There is an old house in Geraldton-I am
sorry the member for Geraldton is not in
his seat-where the annual valuation is
£78, and the rate is £14 12s. 6d. Yet the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition cries
about the valuations in the metropolitan
area, where the people have all the ameni-
ties in the world. He cries out because
the rates have been raised £2 or £3 and
thinks the people have been hardly done
by. 'However, when these people turn on
a tap and there is no water they raise a
big hue and cry-and that is something
more than the people in the country can
do.

Mr. Hawke: It is no trouble to turn a
tap on.

Mr. WILD: I would remind members
that in this State two years ago we had
one of the longest, driest, and hottest
summers ever experienced, yet in the met-
ropolitan area there were no restrictions
whatsoever.

Mr. Hawke: Thanks to the foresight of
Labor Governments.

Mr. WIL.D: The people in the metropoli-
tan area are being well served with water.
We know that, from time to time, there
have been increases in rates; and I think
they are inevitable. When dne looks at
the rates being paid in the Eastern States
as compared with those paid in Western
Australia one realises how well off we are.
However, session after session, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition gets up here and

squeals about increased water rates, de-
spite the fact that he, when Minister, in-
creased them year by year, just as every
other Minister for Water Supplies has had
to do.

Mr. Tonkin: We didn't do it.
Mr. WILD: You did exactly the same as.

we have done. The system used by the
previous Government was not one bit
different.

Mr. Tonkin: Nonsense!
Mr. WILD: It is not nonsense at all,

and you know it.
Mr. Tonkin: We rated on £36 and you

on £71,
Mr. WILD: As a result of what we have

done the ratepayers in this State will be
able to look ahead for three years and
know what the valuations are going to be.

Mr. Tonkin: They don't think so.

Mr. WILD: There will be equality
between all of them. It is no good the
member for Maylands crying out because
rates have gone up. because the properties
have not been revalued since 1956.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WILD: Prior to the tea suspension
I was discussing the motion moved by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and at
that particular stage I was indicating the
hypocrisy of continuing to put out this
cry about excessive water charges. I want
to reiterate again that surely we should
expect to Pay a fair sum of money for any
amenity that we have. From time to time
people come to me and say, "My water
rates have gone up £2, £3, £4, or whatever
it may be." I cannot help bringing them
down to size by saying that that would
be about half the cost of a packet of
cigarettes Per week. Some few years ago
we had a "Little Budget" when the price
of cigaretes and beer went up. I remem-
ber a lot of fellows who said they were
going to give up drinking and smoking,
but in a matter of a few days they were
all back to their old style again.

Surely it is a marvellous advantage that
at any hour of the day or night we can
turn on a tap and get a good supply of
fresh clean water. If one wants a garden
water is available. We are now in the
fortunate position in this State when, I
would say, in the future there will not be
much possibility of having any restriction
on the use of water. This is an amenity
that is going to be with us for many years
to come.

So that small rise, when it is brought
down to so much a week, whether 2s., 3s.,
4s., or 5s., a week, is not much when com-
pared with the amenity that is provided.
particularly, as I was indicating prior to
the tea suspension, when we think of the
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People in the country where there are
thousands who have no taps at all to turn
on.

Mr. Tonkin: That is not in the motion.

Mr. WILD; That makes no difference.
It is all part and parcel of the fact that we
get nothing but whinges and crying about
having to pay a few shillings extra for
water rates. I am trying to indicate that
we are all human beings in this vast State
and all entitled to get water; but, unfor-
tunately. we have had certain people in
the Opposition during the last couple of
years crying because there has been a
rise in the water rates. When one looks
tack over the ten years' record I have
here, one sees it has been going on since
time itself. Nothing remains static.

I reiterate again: This is a question of
making certain we have a goad water
supply and making certain we have sewer-
age. Surely someone ha': to pay. There is
no fairy godmother. As my colleague re-
minded me during the tea suspension,
such things as the outfall at Swanbourne,
and the Serpentine Damn will be estab-
lished for three or four years before we
will receive one penny of revenue from
them; and that means there will be a
mounting interest bill; and the figure
is rising, in round figures. at the rate of
£150,000 a year.

We have only to have two or three
major construction works over a period of
three or four years and we will have an
interest bill in the order of f400,000 or
£500,000. Surely someone has to Pay; and
are not we, the public, who use the water
and have the amenity, the ones who
should pay? I know that when we hit any-
body in the pocket we do something to
them that they do not like. But when I
think of the question of water rating in
the metropolitan area and then of some
of our cousins in the country, frankly I
feel quite sick. AS the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition well knows, when one goes
to many of our country towns one finds
they are either on restrictions or have no
water at all. Some towns are carting water.
There are two or three towns which I
hope to visit in the next few weeks.

Mr. W. Hegney: Is Forrest! leld one of
them?

Mr. WILD: I suppose that, with other
suburbs. Forrestfield will get water. There
is no doubt about that, and many other
places, too. I can assure members that
while there is a -super Liberal-Country
Party Government, they will get it.

I want to get back to one of the main
points raised by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, and that is this taxing
business. I have dissected some of the
figures that I mentioned prior to resum-
ing my seat before tea. It is interesting
to look at them and know that the Depulty,
Leader of the Opposition and the Labor
Government, in their six years of office,

did what they did. When we finally took
over in March, 1959 there was a surplus
in the water supply section of £67,108;
there wvas a surplus in the sewerage sec-
tion of £210,470; and there was a surplus
in the drainage section of £59,856. So, in
effect, there was a total surplus of
£337,434. This year-I am quoting the
honourable member's figures-we will be
collecting £370,000 more than last year-

Mr. Tonkin: They are not my figures,
but yours.

Mr. WILD: -and we are going to finish
up this year with a surplus of only £6,000.
I would say that he has something
to answer in that he finished up with a
surplus of £337,000. Then, when the
Brand-Watts Government came into office
the position was completely reversed and
we find we have a deficit in the water
account of £254,163; we have a surplus in
the sewerage account of £89,150; and a
deficit in the drainage account of £80,736
making an over-all deficit of £236,749.

Mr. Tonkin: Is that not a shocking
example of ineptitude?

Mr. WILD: I should say yours was. And
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
the audacity to rise here and say that we
use this department as a taxing medium
to raise money!

Mr. Court: They must have overcharged.
Mr. WILD: Of course they did!
Mr. Brand: Where did the money go?
A member: He talked about Subiaco

two years ago.
Mr. WILD: We can talk about several

suburbs.
Mr. Tonkin: You are building up a

wonderful case for me.
Mr. WILD: Never mind about building

up a case for you!
Mr. Brand: He can argue both ways,

we know that.
Mr. WILD: No-one better? He can

talk about £1 each way indefinitely. If
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is
not talking about the T.A.B., then he is
talking about water. However, on Satur-
day he will be talking about Bunbury and
Williams.

Mr. Kelly: That is whistling in the
dark, too.

Mr. WILD: It is ridiculous to think that
when we have so many big things on our
plate in Western Australia, the time of this
H-ouse has to be wasted. I have quoted the
figures for the edification of members, and
I intend to table them. They are taken
from the Revenue Estimates over the last
10 years and they show the earnings and
expenses. It will be illuminating for
many members to look at them. These
figures will indicate to members just what
a shocking waste of timne this debate is.
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This is the second occasion this session
when we have had to make an answer to
this sort of complaint.

When the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion was Minister for Works he finished
up with an over-all surplus of £330,000,
and yet he has the temerity to say we
are using the department as a taxing
medium when, at the moment, if anything
we owe the Treasury £236,000.

I say it is nothing but cant and hypo-
crisy to come here time after time re-
peating what is in the motion. I can only
say in conclusion that it is my intention,
and the intention of the Government, to
make this instrumentality work as a busi-
ness. We have only to look at the last
three years of our operations to find that
with a revenue of £2,500,000 to £3,000,000
we are able to budget, so that we will have
a surplus of £6,000 this year.

We had a deficit of £23,000 three years
ago and a surplus of £62,727 the year
before that, indicating that we are en-
deavouring to balance our budget and give
service to the people of Western Austra-
lia in respect of sewerage and the provi-
sion of water in the future. At the same
time we are making certain that at any
hour of the day or night when people turn
on a tap there will be a supply of water.

I cannot too vehemently oppose this
stupid motion-and I use the word ad-
visedly-in regard to unnecessary In-
creases and the department being used as
a taxing authority. I know of nothing
more puffling and I oppose the motion.

MR. OLDFIELD (Maylands) [7.47 p.m.):
We have just heard an attempt by the
Minister to justify his claim that the de-
partment is not using the water rating
system as a taxing measure; and earlier
this evening we heard the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition prove that such was the
case; and we have heard it proved on other
occasions. When the Hawke Government
went out of office the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department had a surplus of
£300,000 in the Treasury, and the Minister
admits there is a deficit now of £200.000
odd. Therefore in the short period of 31
years more than £500,000, which cannot be
accounted for, has gone out of the depart-
ment.

It is easy for the Minister to stand up
and say that his department owes the
Treasury so much money. In other words,
his department has a deficit of £250,000.
That could well be. if the department has
£550,000 in the Treasury to bolster up the
Position, its finances could be used illegally
In view of the rating system and what the
Act states.

I think the people of Western Australia
are getting a little fed up with the state-
ments from this Ministry-statements that
are made one day and then are followed
by actions quite contrary to them. Some
three years ago the people were promised
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they were going to be given a pay-as-you-
use water rating scheme. As a result
people were encouraged, and indeed asked,
by the Governiment to install their own
reticulation systems; to put in spears to
assist the department in keeping up the
supplies of water to the people in the
metropolitan area.

The people felt that with the pay-as-
you-use system coming in they would
spend the £200. £300, or £400 required to in-
stall a reticulation system, according to
their particular terrain. Having done that
they suddenly found that the Government
reverted to the system that applied prev-
iously-kick up the rates; kick up the
valuations: allow the ratepayers more
water which they will not be able to use
and thereby reduce the amount of excess
that anybody will use.

I1 have a letter here written to me by a
woman who is one of my electors. Her
water allowance has been increased by
about 26,000 gallons a year, making a total
of 97,000 gallons, and for the first seven
months of the ratable year she has used
7,000 gallons because she has gone to the
expense of installing a reticulation system
on her block. However, what is worse than
that is that her annual rate charge has
risen from £18 16s. 3d. to £27 Ils, ld.

Mr. W. Hegney: An increase of 331
per cent.

Mr. OLDFIELD: No. It is an increase of
70 Per cent on valuation. In last Thurs-
day's edition of the Daily News-that is,
the 23rd August, 1962-the Minister had
this to say-

In the Mt. Lawley area rates should
be as much as 50 per cent, on last
year-

I am sorry; the Minister did not say that.
The person who wrote the article was
making that statement, and that is true
because the member for Mt. Lawley knows
that the rates have increased by more than
50 per cent. The Minister said this-

Mt. Lawley and Maylands had not
been revalued since 1956. increases
were only to be expected.

The Minister knows very well that he made
that statement and that he was misleading
everyone in Western Australia, apart from
the people in Maylands and Mt. Lawley.
He was telling a deliberate untruth and the
People of Maylands. and Mt. Lawley know
that he was.

Following the publication of that state-
ment I was inundated with letters, tele-
phone calls, and people calling at my door,
many of them armed with rate notices.
To prove that the Minister told a deliber-
ate untruth, I have in my possession many
rate notices received by people in the Mt.
Lawley district. In one of these in-
stances, the valuation, in 1961-62, was £86,
and in the following year it was revalued
and increased to £121, an, increase of 22
per cent. That occurred not two years
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ago, and the Minister said the last in- Mr. W. Hegney: Where is the house?
crease was in 1956. 1 have another assess-
ment here which shows that in 1962-63 the
annual valuation was £78; whereas in 1959-
60 it was £47, an increase of 66 per cent.

These assessments show that the people
are paying twice as much for their water
as they were under the Hawke Government.
In the meantime, as a result of a promise
made by the Premier, this ratepayer had
spent £300 on a reticulation scheme.
Another assessment on a block situated
in the Mt. Lawley area shows that the
increase in water rates has been 56 Per
cent, in the last two years. If the Min-
ister so desires I will quote the assessment
numbers. I have the permission of the
electors who made these rate notices avail-
able to me to do that.

Another rate notice for a house in the
Mt. Lawley district shows an increase i n
water charges of 83 per cent. on the
assessment of the previous Year.

Mr. W. Hegney: Terrible!
Mr. OLDFIELD: I have another rate

notice here showing that the rates have
increased from £12 12s. 10d. in 1961-62 to
£24 is. in 1962-63; an increase of 90 per
cent. Another notice from a Mt. Lawley
ratepayer shows that in 1959-60 the valua-
tion was £58, but in 1960-61 it was in-
creased to £70; an increase of 21 per cent.
In the current year the valuation has been
increased to £136, an increase of 94 per
cent.; and, since this Government took
office, the total increase has been 134 per
cent.

Mr. Fletcher: The Minister Is not in the
Chamber to hear you.

Mr. OLDPIELD: Of course he is not!
Every time a member speaks he runs out.

Mr. Court: I do not think so.
Mr. OLDPIELD: It is customary for him.
Mr. Court: He is absent from the

Chamber on official business.
Mr. OLDFIELD: Official business! He

is asleep in the House too often. The only
business he has is when the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition takes him to task; and
when he has concluded, the Minister leaves
the Chamber because he cannot stand any
more.

Another instance of a drastic increase
relates to a house in Mt. Lawley, the occu-
pier of which, since this Government took
office, has suffered an increase of 134 per
cent, in water rates; that is, from £58 In
1959-60 to £136 In 1962-63.

1 have kept this rate notice, which is
from a person in the Mt. Lawley district,
until last because it is a real classic. Last
year this person was rated on an annual
valuation of £78, and paid £12 Os. 6d. for
water rates. This year the valuation has
been increased to £195 and £30 Is. 3d. was
paid in water rates, an increase of 150 per
cent. If the Minister wishes to peruse
these rate notices he may do so.

Mr. OLDFIELD: At 55 Fourth Avenue,
Mt. Lawley, and the assessment number
is 59640. 1 have received many assess-
ments such as these not only from May-
lands and mt. Lawley but also from Ingle-
wood and other parts. For example, in
the Bedford Park area, which comes under
the Inglewood water rating system, the
occupier has had an increase of 44 per
cent. in his water rates, from £14 19s. Id.
to £21 115. 8d. The man who owns this
home is a motor mechanic, and he is now
forced to pay £21 lls. 8d. in water rates
for this Year.

A further assessment which shows that
the Inglewood district was subjected to
increases two years ago is from a house
in Fifth Avenue. In 1959-60, £70 was
the annual valuation, and in 1960-61 it was
£86, an increase of 23 per cent. This
current year the valuation is £:121, a
further increase of 41 per cent.; and the
total increase under the regime of the
Present Ministry is 74 per cent.

I have another assessment relating to a
house which is in the Inglewood section
of the Metropolitan Water Supply Depart-
ment area, although it is situated in
Maylands. This shows an increase for
the current year of 58 per cent.; that is,
the water rates have risen from £13 5s. 2d.
to £20 19s. 4d. This house is situated on
a block with only a 33 ft. frontage. It
was a tennis court before the house was
built on it. This owner is now Paying the
best part of 10s. per week for water rates
alone.*

Another assessment from a Maylands
house owner shows an increase in the
current year of 66 per cent-from £8 8s. 5d.
to £13 19s. 6d., and in this instance the
owner is an old-age pensioner. A final
example from the Inglewood section of
the Maylands water rating area shows that
in 1959-60 the valuation was £58; whereas,
in 1960-61 it was £70, an increase of 21
Per cent. In the current year-1962-63-
the valuation is £136, and therefore this
is an Increase of 94 Per cent. on the pre-
vious Year's valuation. The total increase
from 1959-60 to 1962-63 is 134 per cent.

We thought that the people of Subiaco
had been hard hit by the increase in water
rates a couple of Years ago, but they were
let Off lightly compared with the people
of Mt. Lawley and Maylands. Among the
People who have forwarded me these rate
notices are blind pensioners. In each and
every instance the house is owned by a
person earning less than £20 per week. in
each and every instance the cost of living
for that person has been increased by
approximately 3s. or 3s. 6d. per week.
However, the Arbitration Court does not
take that cost factor into consideration
when assessing the cost of living and mak-
ing an adjustment to the basic wage. One
man in Particular, working under a Federal
award, is unable to have any recognition
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made of the increases which he has paid
in water rates, so far as his cost of living
and weekly wage is concerned. This Gov-
ernment is using a snide and backdoor
method of water rating which can increase
the cost of living by £1 or 10s. a week,
but, as I have said, the Arbitration Court
does not take this into account when
making its deliberations.

Mr. Court: Why do you claim that this
is taxation?

Mr. OLDFIELD: The Minister knows
that he has to get the money from some-
where to give to his wealthy friends, like
Hawker Siddeley. Where else is he going
to get it, except from the worker? The
Minister is not game to tax his own people,
but he and his Government use the back-
door and snide method of taxing the
workers.

Mr. Brand: Where is the Independent
Liberal now?

Mr. OLDPIELD-': Ha! What about some-
one in Bunbury? The Premier talks about
me; but let him talk about his Liberal
friends!

Mr. Brand: You should read the speeches
that you made when you were on this
side of the House.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The Premier will hear
about his speeches next week!

Mr. Court: Tell us about the £337,000
which the Labor Government took from
the public.

Mr. OLDPIELD: Leat me tell the Gov-
ernmient that a searching inquiry will be
made into a lot of things in the not-too-
distant future, including this matter. This
Government deserves the strongest cen-
sure possible; and, what is more, the
Ministry is worried that when it loses
Bunbury on Saturday it will have to face
the electors of the whole of Western Aus-
tralia much sooner than it anticipated.
The members of the Ministry thought they
would have three years' grace during which
period they were under the impression
that the people would forget. The Gov-
ernment was hopeful of doing some
window dressing in the Bunbury by-elec-
tion speeches and thus assisting it to win
the by-election.

In almost every instance I have cited
to the House there has been an increase
of approximately 100 per cent., and in
some cases this increase has been even
higher since this Government has been in
office. Any Government which, in three
years, doubles the water rate that is pay-
able by the ratepayers in the metropolitan
area is not fit to govern. I support the
motion.

MR. ORAYDEN (South Perth) [7.68
pm.]: There are a few points I would like
to woske in respect of this motion. First
of all, I would like to say that a great

deal of nonsense has been spoken on the
motion by the member for Maylands and
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
A complete answer to every assertion made
by them was given by the Minister for
Water Supplies. In fact, he produced to
the House a complete refutation of every
assertion and every innuendo made by
those two members.

Mr. Oldfield: I have the rate notices
here to prove my statement.

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is ironical that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition should
move a motion containing such terms. He
speaks of excessive increases in water
rates on properties in various parts of the
metropolitan area. This is ironical when
we realise that in those areas where it
could be said that the increases in rates
are excessive, such increases have been
brought about as a result of the policy
carried on for years by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition when he was Minister
for Water Supplies in the Hawke Labor
Government. Further, it is because of the
policies which he put into effect whilst he
was Minister that these particular electors
are now placed in their Present situation.

Every member in this House knows that
when the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion was Minister for Water Supplies he
carried on a system of water rating based
on progressive annual reviews. Very con-
veniently-it might have been by acci-
dent. but a lot of us belisve It was by
design-the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion as Minister refrained from carrying
out revaluations in certain districts: while
in other districts, such as South Perth, he
regularly carried them out.

As a consequence the ratepayers in dis-
tricts such as South Perth, whose pro-
perties were regularly revalued, were to a
large extent carrying the burden incurred
by the Water Supply Department in re-
spect of suburbs such as Maylands and
Inglewood which had not been revalued for
as far back as 1956. That is an extra-
ordinary state of affairs--to have consist-
ent revaluations in some districts and so
have the water rates increased; while in
other suburbs, such as Maylands or
Subiaco, there had not been a revaluation
for many years. The ratepayers of May-
lands and Subiaco, therefore, received an
unfair advantage.

As a result of that policy, now that a
new system of revaluation has been intro-
duced-it being carried out by the Taxa-
tion Department-increases in water rates
in Maylands, Subiaco, and similar dis-
tricts have been excessive. The member
for Maylands said that what the Minister
for Water Supplies had stated about May-
lands was a deliberate lie.

Mr. Oldfield: I did not use the word
"lie."

Mr. GRAYDEN: The honourable mem-
ber said something about the statement
being completely untrue. Unfortunately
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the Minister was not in his place; other-
wise be would have refuted the statement
of the member for Maylands. In making
his statement, the Minister quoted from
figures which no doubt have been supplied
by the Water Supply Department.

Mr, Oldfield: He is being mislead by his
officers.

Mr. GRAYDEN: They show very clearly
that the Maylands district, as distinct
from the Maylands electorate, was last
revalued on the 1st July, 1956.

Mr. Oldfleld: I have Just told you about
some revaluations which were made in
1960.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I think the honourable
member is referring to the Maylands elec-
torate as distinct from the Maylands dis-
trict.

Mr. Oldfield: I live in Maylands and
my property was revalued in 1960.

Mr. GRAYDEN: In the figures quoted
))y the Minister, the Maylands district
was last reviewed on the 1st July, 1956.

Mr. Oldfleld: 'That is not true.
Mr. ORAYDEN*: it is no wonder that

the increased water rates in Maylands
were excessive.

Mr. Oldfleld: That is an untrue state-
ment.

Mr. GRAYDEN: But the ratepayers in
Maylands have been let off for many years
while the rate~ayers of South Perth were
carrying the burden for them.

Mr. Oldfleld: What about the residents
of Mt. Lawley and Inglewood?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Other areas adjacent
t-o Maylands similarly had not been re-
valued for many years. Mt. Lawley
was last revalued on the 1st July, 1956;
and Inglewood, which was within the old
electorate of Maylands, was last revalued
on the 1st July, 1957. No wonder the
member for Maylands has crossed the
floor of the House and now sits with the
Opposition! One is almost led to believe
that was part of the reason. The district
he represented had not been revalued for
many years.

Mr. Oldifeld: I have given proof that
they were revalued two years ago.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, as Minister for Water
Supplies, was responsible for that policy;
yet he now moves a motion criticising the
present Government for altering the
method of revaluation in respect of water
rates.

Mr. Tonkin: Did the honourable mem-
ber say that South Perth had been re-
valued every year?

Mr. GRAYDEN: South Perth had been
revalued consistently.

Mr. Tank in: What do you mean by
that?

Mr. GR.AYDEN: The last revaluation
was carried out on the 1st July, 1959.

Mr. Oldfleld: The instances I quoted
just now were revalued in 1960, or a year
after the South Perth revaluation.

Mr. O'Neil: That was not a revaluation.
Mr. GRAYDEN: All sorts of state-

ments have been made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in respect of the
pay-as-you-use scheme introduced by the
present Government. His statements were
to the effect that this scheme was an un-
necessary imposition on the ratepayers of
the metropolitan area; yet we know that
in some districts the facts refute this. it
certainly applies in South Perth, and I do
not know in how many other districts.

Mr. Tonkin: If I were you I would
be careful about South Perth. I am warn-
ing you to be careful.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has heard the figures
given in this House, yet he continues to
make such statements. Under the old
system of water rating, in 1960-6 1 the
amount of revenue derived from South
Perth, including water rates, sewerage
rates, and excess water amounted to
£84,383. We know that under the pay-as-
You-use scheme introduced by this Gov-
ernment the revenue derived from South
Perth was £84,249, or a slight decrease.

Mr. Tonkin: Are you aware that the
Minister for Water Supplies said in 1960
that South Perth was undervalued?

Mr.' GRAYDEN: I do not care what
the Minister said. The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition made a statement that the
pay-as-you-use scheme was an imposition
on the ratepayers in the metropolitan
area, and that the present Government
has raised a great deal of additional re-
venue as a consequence of introducing
that scheme. I have just quoted figures
taken out in respect of South Perth which
show clearly that his statement is com-
pletely untrue, but the honourable mem-
ber is not prepared to listen to those
figures. I repeat them: For 1.960-61 the
total sum collected from South Perth
amounted to £84,383, while for 1961-62 the
sum was £84,249: in other words, there
was a decrease of £134 under the pay-as-
you-use scheme.

In the face of that sort of evidence how
can the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
continue to make the statements wht'h he
has made when speaking to this3 motion?
How could the member for Mlaylands re-
peat those statements? Since those figures
were taken out we have gone on to a
new system of revaluation. Now the water
rates are reviewed triennially, and the
ratepayers know exactly where they stand
during the three years. They know there
will be no increases for three years after a
revaluation. The new rates apply through-
out the metropolitan area, and every rate-
Payer is Placed in the same position.
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Today the ratepayers do not suffer under
the new system; that is in contrast to the
former policy under which certain elector-
ates were favoured by not having a re-
valuation made. Who, in those circum-
stances, can object legitimately to the new
Policy? We have heard a great deal from
the member for Maylands and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition about the new
system of revaluation. We heard them Say
that in some districts the rates were in-
creased by 30 per cent. and more. That
situation does not obtain in every district,
as I shall point out.

Recently an article on this subject ap-
peared in the suburban section of The
West Attstralian. It dealt with water rat-
ing for South Perth. At the time I
took exception to the article, because it
singled out South Perth and gave the im-
pression that the ratepayers there were the
only ones who would suffer from an in-
crease in rating. It is interesting to read
the article. Certainly it does illustrate
that there has been an increase as a con-
sequence of the new system of revaluation,
but the increases are nowhere as excessive
as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
would have us believe. The article is
headed, "Raised Water Rates Anger South
Perth," and reads as follows:-

Increased water rates have brought
complaints from South Perth rate-
payers who say their rates have risen
almost 25 per cent, on last year.

Mr. S. T. Main, of South Terrace,
Como, said that last year his water
rates had been slightly decreased.

The 1962-63 water rate notice showed
a 24 per cent, increase.

Apparently the whole district had
been revalued.

He said: "The annual valuation of
my property last year was £117, com-
pared with the latest valuation of £140.

"My water charges increased from
£5 l17s. to £7 and sewerage charges
went from £10 4s. 9d. to £12 58.

"Although the actual charge has
been increased because of the new
valuation, the rates have not been
correspondingly decreased.

"I realise that we ratepayers must
move with the economic trends and
the increasing cost of living, but a
24 per cent. increase over 12 months
is extraordinary and grossly unfair."

This opinion was typical of those
expressed by about 20 South Perth
and Como ratepayers last week.

Mr. .7. W. Sewell, of Mill Point Road,
South Perth, said the rate increase was
ridiculous in face of the rusty and dirty
water supplied in many parts of the
district.

I will have something to say on that point
later on. Continuing-

"I often have to run off as much as
50 gallons before the water clears up.
It varies in colour from yellow with
rust to black with dirt," he said.

"If these conditions were found
In milk, the Government and other
authorities would unhesitatingly
launch prosecutions under the Health
Act.

"The condition of our water is
criminal. Legislation should be
brought down making Government de-
partments as liable to prosecution as
normal businesses in cases like this."

He had appealed last year against
£18 rating but it was dismissed. Now
he has been charged £22.

Mr. W. Hegney: Read it louder so we
can all hear it.

Mr. ORAYDEN: It goes on-
Mrs. V. Murray, of York Street,

South Perth, said her water rate bill
had been increased by £2 15s. to
£16 Is. 9d.

Mrs. T. K. Rennet, of Ranelagh
Crescent, South Perth, said her bill
was now £13 i7s. 9d., an increase of
about £3.

Mr. C. L. Corser, of South Terrace,
Como. said he owned 12 houses but
increases in rates automatically went
to his tenants.

All rates seemed to be steadily in-
creasing but nothing could be done
about it.

Mrs. H. G. Swanson, of South
Terrace, Comno, said her latest rate bill
had been £20, a £4 increase.

There is a footnote at the bottom by the
Water Supply Department. It reads as
follows:-

A Water Supply Department spokes-
man said yesterday that the increases
at South Perth were the result of re-
valuation of the district by the Tax-
ation Department. Mr. Sewell's com-
plaint on dirty water was being inves-
tigated. The increases mentioned were
about 20 per cent., not 24 per cent.
as Mr. Main had Maid.

And that is a fact. The increases were
to the order of 20 per cent. and they were
not excessive to the extent mentioned by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. That
is the position throughout South Perth.
There has been an increase of 20 per cent.;
but as I have pointed out, this position
was to a large extent brought about be-
cause of the policy carried on by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition when, as
Minister for Works, he operated under a
policy of progressive annual reviews.

Mr. W. Hegney: Is that what you are
telling your electors?
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Mr. GRAYDEN: No-one is going to wel-
come increases of this kind; but as the
Minister pointed out, the increases are
necessary to cover greater commitments
each year in respect of interest and sink-
ing fund and operating expenses associated
with the Water Supply Department.

Mr. Rowberry: Don't get out of your
depth.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Much of the criticism
of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
regard to the new system of revaluing was
that he thought it resulted in the Water
Supply Department being used as a taxing
authority. He gave the impression that as
a consequence of these revaluations the
Government was obtaining huge sums of
money from the ratepayers-.-ums that
had never been obtained in the past.

However, the Minister for Works was
able to give us figures which showed that
when the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
was Minister for Works the annual sur-
pluses in the Water Supply Department
were in excess of those during the admini-
stration of this Government. That may
not be the position this year; but when
this Government came into office the
Water Supply Department apparently had
a surplus of £331.000. At the present time
there is a deficit of £236,000. In those
circumstances it would seem that the
criticism of the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and the assertions made by the
member for Maylands are nonsensical and
have been repudiated by the facts put
forward by the Minister for Works.

MVR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [8.'17
p.ma.]: We have heard a lot about South
Perth. However. I am not going to go 4nto
figures. I will speak about the cause and
effect which, in regard to water rates,
was reflected in the Fremantle ballot boxes
et the last election.

Mr. Guthrie: You are particularly re-
ferring to Subiaco?

Mr. FLETCHER: No. to East Fremantle.
After the change of boundaries I took over
an area in East Fremiantle from which I
did not anticipate receiving a majority
v-ote for Labor. However, I obtained a
majority in every box. I do not take credit
for that as new member for the area,
because the previous member was the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Guthrie: That is why you had an
increase on him.

Mr. FLETCHER: The member before
that was Mr. J. B. Sleeman.

Mr. Heal: The member for Subiaco does
not want to laugh for too long.

Mr. FLETCHER: My point is this: There
were certain parts of that new area where
expensive homes had been built with
large lawns, and it would be reasonable to
assume that the People in the necessary

salary bracket would think-quite im-
justifiably so far as I am concerned-they
should vote for one of the Government
Parties. However, this was not so; they
voted for Labor. In getting around prior to
the election I was able to ascertain that
they intended to vote Labor not only
because they thought their new member
was worth while but because they wanted
to express condemnation of what the
Government had done with regard to
water rating.

It has been shown by the member for
Maylands that the figures in his area have
increased by over 100 per cent. in some
instances. But what did the member for
South Perth do? He just quoted some
hypothetical cases. He quoted the names
and addresses of People who had received
increases in their rates and said, "What is
18 Per cent?" I say 18 Per cent. is to be
condemned.

The Minister for Works said that under
the Labor administration there was a
surplus of £337,336. I commend the Labor
Government for showing such a surplus
without having to indulge in the extor-
tionate rating of the present Government.

Mr. Guthrie: What -happened to the
surplus then?

Several members interjected.
The SPEARER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. FLETCHER: Who is making this

speech?
Mr. Guthrie: I am just correcting Your

errors, that is all.
Mr. FLETCHER: The present Govern-

mnent inherited a very healthy state of
affairs when it took offrice.

Mr. Brand: Derived by over-rating and
taxes, according to the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition.

Mr. FLETCHER: And so instead of, In
effect, boasting that the department will
only have £6,000 surplus-I think that
was the figure mentioned by the Minister
-the Government ought to be ashamed
of itself that the economy is in such a
Position that this Is the case.

Mr. Guthrie: You are Pulling the rug
from under your own Deputy Leader now.

Mr. FLETCHER: No I am not. I am
saying this without any fear of being con-
tradicted. This Government has given
away expensive contracts to Private firms.
Therefore a good percentage of the money
has gone because of that. Work previously
done by the Public Works Department
and other Government departments is
now being done by some of the big private
earth-moving firms.

Mr. Bovell: Don't speak in general terms.
Give us an instance.

Mr. FLETCHER: I am not speaking in
general terms. I quoted the Previous sur-
plus of £331,336 and the anticipated sur-
plus this year of only £8,000 as a com-
parison.
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Mr. Brand: This work that private firms
are doing: What Is it, and what are the
firms?

Mr. Bovell: What private firms under-
take sewerage installations?

Mr. Brand: You listen to the member
for Victoria Park. He will prompt you.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not need any
prompting. I am doing very well on my
own, thank you!

Mr. Court: You are doing very well for
1.&S

Mr. Brand: Answer my question!
Mr. FLETCHER: Reference has been

made to a bridge being built in Bunbury
by private enterprise and that bridge was
being built before by the Government.

Mr. Bovell: That is not the Water Supply
Department.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do not like to men-
tion the names of private firms, but I can
say that in my own area there is a big
earth-moving firm shifting dirt under
contract; and, no doubt, charging prices
far in excess of the amount which would
be involved if the work was done by the
Public Works Department.

Mr. Brand: How do you know that?
Mr. FLETCHER: 'However, I rise not

only to complain of the steep Increases in
my own area-there are people who can
afford to pay the rates there, including
myself-

Mr. Heal: Careful what you say!
Mr. FLETCHER: -but also to make a

plea on behalf of those who signed a
petition and presented it to me. There
are some hundreds of signatures on this
petition and I have not submitted it here
because the people concerned do not live
In my area. However, those who presented
it to me asked me to mention it in the
House and it is for that reason I1 am rais-
ing the matter.

I do what a lot of Government members
do not do. I attend the Trades Hall, as
does my counterpart from Cockburn anld
as do other members from the Fremantle
area. We go there, and people visit us to
tell us of their complaints. Members
opposite do not have their ears to the
ground. They do not know what is going
on. I am there every day of the week
and I am getting sick of the fact that
people are complaining to me that they
are in trouble with regard to their water
rates. I could have done what the member
for Maylands has done.

Mr. Brand: No; don't do that!

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No: don't cross
the floor of the House!

Mr. FLETCHER: I would like to say this
to members opposite:. What are they trying
to do-commit Political suicide? I am
not suggesting that they do not do so be-

cause I believe that would be a Jolly good
ides. I say that with all due respect to
them personally; but, when considering
them as a Government,, I think it would
be a good idea, because a lot of the people
would be relieved of their burden.

It is my duty to protest on behalf of
those whom 1 represent; and I support the
motion moved by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in condemnation of the Gov-
ernment for its action of inflicting on a
lot of people in my area such steep in-
creases in rates which they cannot afford
to pay.

MR. HEAL (Perth) (8.25 p.m.]: I only
rise to briefly add my protest against the
Government's increased water rating. I
do so on behalf of the electors of Perth
because in the last three or four weeks
the rate notices have been circulating in
my area. Those concerned are very hostile
about this matter and have come to me to
ask what assistance I can give them, Of
course the only assistance a private mem-
ber can otter any member of his electorate
in a matter of this nature is to advise him
to appeal to the Water Supply Depart-
ment within the necessary time.

Yesterday I asked the Minister for
Water Supplies some questions in relation
to this subject, the first one being-

Is it a fact he promised the people
in the metropolitan area their water
rates would be reduced, owing to a
new rating system?

He answered, "Yes," and the reason he
gave is as follows:-

The water rating for private dwell-
ings was reduced from is. Gd. to i.
in the pound on the annual valuation
as from the 1st July, 1981.

Let us for the sake of argument say that.
the Minister for Water Supplies has made
a reduction in relation to the annual
valuations from Is. Ed. to Is. I think most
members will realise, and so will the people
who receive these rate notices, that when
a Minister makes a statement that rates
are going to be reduced it is expected that
when the rat4e notices are received, the
total amounts will be lower than they were
the previous year.

In another question I asked the Minis-
ter to explain why the water rates for
premises situated at 533 Newcastle Street.
West Perth. had been increased from £10
3s. 6d., which was the 1961-62 rating, to
£13 14s. 5d., this being the 1962-63 rating.
The people concerned are an aged couple
who receive the old-age pension and
find it most difficult to continue to pay
the increased rates which this Govern-
ment has been inflicting upon them over
the pa~t years: and they have asked me to
bring the matter before the House and
to protest most vigorously about it.

The Government of the day has been
telling the people of Western Australia
many stories over recent years as to what
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it was going to do when elected to office.
One of those stories was that it was going
to institute a paLy-aIs-you-use system for
water. But for the life of me I cannot see
how the Premier or the Minister for Water
Supplies could suggest that the water rat-
ing system of today is based upon a pay-
as-you-use system. We heard the mem-
ber for South Perth say that it was, but
I vigorously disagree with him and I think
that every other member in the House will
do likewise.

The only thing I can say about the mem-
ber for South Perth is that he has the
Political courage to get up and back his
Government. I Suppose if we considered
many of the motions introduced by the
Opposition and replied to by the Minister
concerned we would realise that nine out
of 10 times it has been the member for
South Perth who has supported his Gov-
ernment.

I do not know why Private members
from week to week and month to month
take what this Government does. The
member for East Melville never says a
word, but when the member for Maylands
stated that the annual rating was in-
creased in 1959, the Government Whip
said it was not an annual rating or an
increase. I would like him to tell mem-
bers of this House what it was.

As we look around the back benches we
see the member for Mt. Lawley. The mem-
ber for Maylands quoted half a dozen
People in his electorate whose rates have
been increased very severely. It would
be very interesting to hear what the mem-
ber for Mt. Lawley would say about that.

The next member is the member for
Wembley, who is not present at the
moment. However, if the people in his
electorate have not already received their
notices, the honourable member will be
hurrying around giving booster needles to
help them over the period when they will
have to pay their rates.

For the life of me I cannot see why the
Private members who sit behind the Gov-
ernment do not have the pblitical courage
to get up in their places and say what they
think about the Government.

Mr. Brand: Don't you worry about
our private members; we can rely on their
loyalty.

Mr. HEAL: They did not have the
courage to do so when the Government
introduced the steep Increases. I do not
think the Premier should interject too
much. He has made many Promises and
he has fallen down on them.

Mr. Brand: No he hasn't.
Mr. HEAL: Yes he has; and if he would

like it I will repeat some of them.
Mr. Brand: There have been more

Promises honoured by this Government
than by any Previous Government.

Mr. HEAL: I protest most vigorously
against these most unnecessary increases.
The People of the metropolitan area are
suffering under the present set-up. I hope
this motion will be carried. Although such
motions are not binding upon the Govern-
ment. if this one is passed it will make
the Government realise what it is doing
to the working classes and to all classes
of people in the metropolitan area.

MR. JTAMIESON (Beeloo) (8.31 p.m.]:
1, too, must add my protest to the rises
in water rates brought about by revalua-
tions in various districts. The Govern-
ment leaned quite a lot on the public of
this State when it received a mandate to
continue in office earlier this year. Part
of the basis of that leaning was that the
Government would establish a water
board:, and, indeed, it implied that rather
than resort to higher rates, the establish-
ment of such a system would be cheaper
in the long run.

That was one of the Platforms on which
the Government was returned to office;
and I think a lot of people sincerely
thought it was the Government's intention
to bring that in. The Government made
that move without giving due considera-
tion to all the matters associated with it;
without giving due consideration to the
fact that even though this matter had been
thoroughly investigated in a dozen and one
Places in Australia-and, indeed, in many
Places throughout the world-never has
it been Possible to introduce a satisfactory
system whereby People can be rated on a
pay-as-you-use system in so far as a big
city is concerned.

Despite all this, the Government was
prepared to promise it to the electors as
a bonie for its Political advantage at
the time of the general election. No doubt
the Government has misled a lot of people
into expending a good deal more money
than they would otherwise have done.
Typical of those people is Mrs. M. E.
Brocklehurst of 5 Buzza Street, Bentley.
She wrote to me as follows:-

Dear Sir,
Through You as our local member

I wish to strongly protest to the recent
increases in water rates.

It seems so utterly unfair that
working People who have battled to
get a home together in a workers area
(as this surely is) that we should be
suddenly faced with a sharp rise of
30 per cent, or more in our water
charges.

The Present Government promised
us (pre-election, of course) a reduc-
tion in rates So as to encourage people
to get water for themselves on their
land. This, of course, only lasted
long enough for them to be elected.
In the meantime we went to the big
expense of sinking a bore and getting
water. This, of course, was for our
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own convenience because we are
garden-lovers. But who could stay a
garden-lover at the present charges?

It sure doesn't give any person en-
couragement to keep their grounds in
repair or under grass.

The charges for the water rates are
contrary to the printed charges on the
bottom of rate notice form, as we are
being charged for 87,000 instead of
our meagre allowance of 52,000.

Trusting that you, Mr. Jamieson,
will strongly protest on my and
immediate neighbours behalf,

Yours faithfully,
(Mrs.) M, E. Brocklehurst.

That Is typical of what has happened to
many people who have gone to the trouble
of getting their own water supply for
their gardens; because they were promised
that some sort of pay-as-you-use systemn
would be introduced. But they have found
that their expense has been to no avail
because they cannot and will not use the
scheme water; but they have to pay for
it whether they like it or not.

The matter has developed into a general
complaint over the last few weeks since
these notices were issued. This is instanced
by another letter, which I received from
Mr. W. E. Leopold, of 61 Raleigh Street,
Carlisle. He writes as follows:-

Dear Sir,
As member for Beeloo I would like

to draw your attention to the excessive
rise for water rates for Year 62-63.

Rates for year 61-62 was £9 11s. 2d.
and for 62-63, £12 12s. l0d.

As there is a lot of ill-feeling with
the different ones who have spoken
about the rise I take this opportunity
to write to you and state my case.

I know there Is not much good
writing to the Water Supply Depart-
ment, therefore I would like to place
the matter in your hands.

Sincerely yawrs,
W. E. Leopold.

Here again is an example of a person who
feels he has been harshly treated by the
present Government. The reasons for the
increases do not matter very much to the
lay person. He does not understand the
intricacies of raising finance. So far as
he is concerned he has received an increase
in his rate. As somebody has said, it Is
the final figure on the rate notice with
which he is Primarily concerned. There
has been a considerable amount of disquiet
caused in the metropolitan area and in
all the suburbs as a result of the
revaluations.

Surely if Governments have been able
to get by-and the previous Government
did-on a much lesser amount-and, in-
deed, as the Minister indicated tonight,

were able to show a surplus--then this
terrific increase should not be necessary
unless the Government is planning some
huge water conservation scheme of which
we know nothing as yet; or perhaps the
Rottnest Island desalination plant is going
to cost all this extra amount and it is
going to be included in the Metropolitan
Water Supply scheme. I would not know
at this juncture.

For every one of those written protests.
I have received a dozen phone calls regis-
tering complaints. People are entitled to
complain. As Mr. Leopold writes, it is of
very little use complaining to the Metro-
politan Water Supply Department, becau4se
the department Is only implementing the
Government's policy; and it then falls
back on to the representatives of those
people to take the matter up and air their
views in Parliament when the occasion
arises.

I feel that if there is justifi-
cation for an increase at any time
it should be fully indicated on some form
of rate notice which goes out, and there
should not just be the bald statement that
an increase is necessary. In that way there
may be some softening of the blow to those
people who are expected to pay for those
extra services which the Government or
the Minister has in mind. But to turn
round and introduce these rather large
increases without an explanation is not
Justified in the eyes of the public or, indeed,
in the eyes of their representatives on this
side of the House. Flor that reason I
wholeheartedly support the motion

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) L8.40
P.m.]: As a member representing a metro-
politan constituency I intend briefly to
support the motion moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, and to commend
him for his action. I listened carefully
to him and it appeared to me that he was
on pretty sound ground. In essence it is
suggested that the system of rating which
operated before the alteration effected by
this Government should be reverted to.

I also listened attentively to the Minister
for Water Supplies, who started off his
speech by trying to ridicule the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, and in the pro-
cess became rather personal. When any-
body becomes personal in an argument,
to my wind it is a sign that he has a weak
argument and is trying to bolster up a
weak case; and the Minister for Water
Supplies failed dismally.

After dealing in personalities he pro-
ceeded to discuss country water supplies.
You. Mr. Speaker, suggested that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition was out
of order when he started to refer to the
water board which was proposed to be
implemented by this Government; but
during a substantial part of his speech the
Minister for Water Supplies referred to
country water supplies about which there
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is nothing in the motion. Why did he do
that? He tried to divert the minds of
members from the substance of the motion.

As the member for Mt. Hawthorn, I
have had a number of complaints made
to me about the increased water rates;
and here again the Minister, in endeavour-
ing to justify the action of his Govern-
ment, said, "What does it matter if people
have to pay something extra so long as
they are able to turn on the tap at any
time and obtain good potable water?" It
might be all right for the Minister for
Water Supplies, or any other member in
this Chamber who has the financial re-
sources to meet increased rates; but I
would remind him and his Government,
who apparently are not concerned very
much with the ordinary rank and file of
the metropolis-the ordinary ratepayers
-that the average person in the metropoli-
tan area is either paying a substantial
rent, or buying a home. 1n addition,
the average Person is required to meet a
number of commitments which are obliga-
tory, and from which he cannot escape.
Every shilling counts to such a person, but
not to the Minister for Water Supplies and
those who support him. Every one or two
shillings in the budget of the ordinary
householder means more to him than £2
or £3 means to the Minister for Water
Supplies.

I suggest that the Minister's argument
was a poor way to try to justify the action
of the Government. There are thousands
of young married people in the metropoli-
tan area who are trying to rear their
families, and every shilling in the budget
counts. Many of them have to meet
obligatory commitments, and they find it
difficult to meet any increased charges.
especially, as in this case, when they are
not justified.

Nowv I ami going to try to explode
another argument that the Minister
advanced, and he has advanced it re-
peatedly on behalf of his Government over
the last three years. This Government has
instituted a term, "the pay-as-you-use
system." I say, without any reservation,
that it is misleading, if not dis-
honest, for the Government to use such a
term, and I challenge the Minister to
answer this: If the allowable quantity of
water is 100.000 gallons for a rating of.
say, £15, what difference will it make to a
ratepayer who does not use one gallon of
water? He will still pay £15. even though
he has not used one gallon, so where does
the pay-as-you-use argument come in?

Mr. Lewis: How many ratepayers have
you in your district who use only one
gallon?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Here is one of the
new Ministers coming right in. I could
name a number of people in the metropoli-
tan area-young people-who are buying
land with a view to building a home. They
are paying water rates, and even if they

do not use one gallon of water they pay
the same rates as the person who is living
In a home and who is entitled to use the
quantity of water applicable to his rates.
Does that answer the Minister's question?

Mr. Tonkin: Of course it does.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The water board

which has been mentioned is just another
piece of kite-flying. I understand there is
a very strong difference of opinion between
the Liberal Party and the Country Party
sections of the Government: and I have
been told, on fairly good authority, that
the Country Party members will not have
a bar of this proposed water board.

As was mentioned earlier, the Liberal
section of the Brand-Court Government
intended to institute a system whereby the
administrative control of the metropolitan
water supply and sewerage system would
be handed over to a board constituted,
apparently, by Act of Parliament. Later,
one of the representatives of the Country
Party said there would be no water board,
and you. Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr. W. A.
Nanning), as one of the leading members
of the Country Party, would possibly know
that that is correct. Then reference to
It appeared in the Governor's Speech
where it was said that this matter was
being considered.

Mr. Lewis: Who said there would not
be a water board?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: In conclusion-
Mr. Lewis: Who said there would not

be a water board?
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister knows--
Mr. Lewis: I do not know that.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister should

ask the Acting Speaker. In conclusion I
would like to say that as far as I am
concerned-

Mr. Lewis: It was not said.
Mr'. Brand: No: it Is not true.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: -the position which

obtained prior to the alteration of the basis
of calculation should be reintroduced. I
shall not go into that aspect, because it
was adequately dealt with by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition; and, as he said.
the position could have been met with the
progressive increases In metropolitan popu-
lation over a period of years; that would
have been sufficient to meet the require-
ments of the Metropolitan Water Supply
Department, and after all, it is a Govern-
ment instrumentality which exists not for
the purpose of being a taxing machine but
for the purpose, from year to year, of
trying to make ends meet in regard to its
administrative and general expenses. it
should not be used as a taxing machine.

I hope the motion moved by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will be agreed to
because it reads--

The very steep rises in rate assess-
ments issued by the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department which have
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resulted from excessive and unneces-
sary increases in valuations impose a
heavy burden upon the ratepayers and
emphasise that the Government is
continuing to use the Metropolitan
Water Supply Department as a taxing
authority for the benefit of general
revenue.

I think I am Interpreting the views and
the opinions of the great majority of people
in the Mt. Hawthorn electorate when I say
that I hope the motion will be agreed to.

MR. 3. HEGNEY (Belmont) [0.49 p.m.J:
I cannot let the opportunity pass without
making my protest on behalf of the elec-
torate I represent, because of the many
complaints that have been made to m~e
about the severe increases in water rates
and the substantial sums which the users
of water in the metropolitan area now have
to pay for water. Only this morning, be-
fore 8 o'clock, a resident in the electorate
of Mt. Lawley rang me on the phone to
complain bitterly about the high water
rates that she is called upon to pay. This
woman is a widow and she has lived in
the Mt. Lawley electorate for many years.

She was complaining bitterly and she
wanted to know where she could get in
touch with her member, Mr. Ray O'Connor.
I told her to send her complaints to Par-
liament House, because that Is where she
would find him. She then said, "Where
can I get this other man, the Minister for
Water Supplies?" and I said to her, "You
will find him ensconced in the Barracks at
St. George's Place, Perth." It had to direct
the criticism to the place where it would
be most effective.

I do not possess the power to do any-
thing: it is the Minister who has that
power. I can tell him quite frankly that
he is antagonising thousands of people in
the metropolitan area as a result of the
excessive increases in water rates. I live
in Dundas Road in the Inglewood water
rating area, and I have had to pay over
£20 this year for water rates. Last year
my rates were about £14 or £15, speaking
from memory. There are other people who
are similarly placed in my locality. Fur-
ther, I know they are supporters of the
Country Party, and have been for years.
end they are complaining bitterly about
(he increases in water rates.

When the Government first took office
it began dabbling in a new rating system
and, as a result, it has got itself into
difficulties, and has subsequently endeav-
cured to get the rating system on an even
keel. Instead, however, the further it goes
the worse it gets, and the result is that
the residents of the metropolitan area are
up in arms about the increase in water
rates.

The Minister made some comment about
the people in the metropolitan area being
lucky to obtain water, compared to the
hardships that have to be faced by people

in country areas. That may be so; and
there are many people in the country who
are unable to get water. Despite this, I
can recall the occasion when a Labor
Government tried to have a Bill passed
through this Parliament to extend the
comprehensive water scheme to areas In
the Great Southern. That Bill was intro-
duced by Mr. Hawke, who was the Minister
for Works at the time, but was defeated
in the Legislative Council by the votes of
the Country Party members. I recall that
the criticism made in this House against
the Bill was to the effect that if the
mea sure were passed and the water scheme
was extended to the Great Southern, many
of the farmers who had their own water
supply would have to pay the water rates
simply because the pipeline passed their
property.

Let me now return to our own position
in the metropolitan area. Half of the
State's population is congregated in the
metropolitan area, and consequently water
can be sold to city dwellers cheaper then
it can be to those people living at Norse-
man and other places in the outback.
I can tell the Treasurer and the Minister
for Water Supplies that metropolitan rate-
payers are screaming about the excessive
rates they are being chnarged at present.
As I have said, the Government has dab-
bled with the water-rating system until
it has made the position of the ratepayers
in the metropolitan area very difficult
indeed. in fact, the Government has be-
come notorious because of the increased
charges it has imposed on the people of
this State since it took office. There is
hardly any walk of life that has not been
affected by an increase in taxes or
charges.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn cited
the case of a single man who owns a small
block and who has saved sufficient money
to put down a deposit on a house. How-
ever, he is now faced with these increased
water charges, together with the metro-
politan region improvement tax as a re-
sult of the increased valuation that has
been placed upon his property. In addi-
tion, of course, he has tc pay shire council
rates;, and all these charges make a con-
siderable total. This man, like many others,
is only in receipt of the basic wage or a
small margin In excess of it. Therefore, on
behalf of the people I represent, I strongly
support this motion protesting against the
increase in water rates.

MR. H. MAY (Collie) [8.58 p.m.]: I
wish to support the motion and add my
protest against the increase in water
rates.

Mr. Brand: Why?
Mr. H. MAY: The Treasurer will know

why before I am finished.
Mr. Brand: Do not get cross. You are

always a nice fellow when you keep your
temper.
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Mr. H. MAY: I generally do, but up to
date I am the lone wolf from the
country who has shown any interest in
this matter. So far no other country
member has spoken. I am referring par-
ticularly to those members of the Country
Party who have not risen to their feet
and told this Government what the people
in the country are saying about these in-
creases in water charges. I am going to
cite my own case, because I know it is
true. it has not been bolstered up in any
way.

Mr. Brand: I hope you are going to
talk about the charges in the metropoli-
tan area.

Mr. H. MAY: As a Country resident I
own my own home in Collie; and as a re-
sult of 240 families leaving Collie because
of the new system of coal tenders, I would
say that my property, which I previously
valued at about £4.000, would now be worth
only £1,000, because the valuations in Col-
lie have deteriorated, in my opinion, to
that extent. I receive a water account
religiously every year for £23 Ba. That
amount will make some of the metropoli-
tan members sit up and take notice, be-
cause they have been grizzling about re-
ceiving rate assessments of £18 and £17
for water. My water rate assessment for
this year is again £23 8s.

Mr. Brand: Every year, did you say?
Mr. H. MAY: It has been the same for

the past two years.
Mr. Brand: I was just Inquiring.
Mr. H. MAY: The inspectors do not

even bother to read my water meter. I
am certain that all they do Is look up
what they charged me the previous year,
and that is the rate they fix for the cur-
rent year. Only my wife and I occupy
my home in Collie, and we are there for
only halt the Year. No water is being
used whilst we are not there, but my water
bill Is still £23 8s. The Government is
continually talking about decentralisation,
but no wonder people will not go to the
country to live.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. W. A.
Manning): I might remind the honour-
able member that this motion refers to
the metropolitan area water supply.

Mr. H. MAY: And I might say that it
comes under the one heading; namely,
water.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. W. A.
Manning): I do not think It does.

Mr. H. MAY: I do not think, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker, that that is quite fair.

Mr. W. Hegney: The Minister for
Water Supplies got away with it.

Mr. H. MAY: The people in the country
are Just as much entitled to have their
protests voiced in this Chamber as the
people in the metropolitan area. I would

ask your indulgence, Mr. Acting Speaker,
in order that I might say a few words on
behalf of the people in the country. I
also have to help pay water rates as a resi-
dent in the metropolitan area. I am glad to
say that although the water rates which
I help to pay for this house which is situ-
ated in South Perth are terrifically steep,
they do not measure up to the rates paid
by the people in the country. My Collie
home is only a few miles from the Welling-
ton Dam, from where my water supply is
drawn; but that is how I am treated along
with many others in the country.

I can also tell the Minister for Water
Supplies that I understand his depart-
ment is short of water meters in the
metropolitan area. In that case, he can
come to Collie any time he likes and take
them from the metered properties there,
because I am certain that the meters are
never read. In my opinion the inspectors
merely turn up the assessments for the
previous year and charge the same rates
for the current year. That is all the in-
terest that is shown by the departmental
inspectors. However, they should religously
read the meters every year, and charge the
ratepayers accordingly,

I invite the Minister to come to Collie
and remove my meter. because it will not
make any difference to my assessment each
year. I will still be charged the same
amount whether the meter is read or not.

Mr. Wild: Do you think you pay enough?
Mr. H. MAY: If the Minister is short of

water meters in the metropolitan area he
can have mine; and that goes for many
other users of water in Collie also. Just
imagine! A man is paid by the depart-
ment to go around and read the meters.
But he does no such thing. He has his
rate book with him, and all he does is to
turn up the previous rate notice and on
seeing an amount of £23 Os. he says, "That
will do."

Mr. Wild: He knows you are a wealthy
f armer.

Mr. H. MAY: What has that to do with
it? I am talking seriously. If the Minis-
ter wants to know something about rates
on the farm, I will tell him all about them
as well.

Mr. Brand: You live in a good electorate.
Mr. H. MAY: I will go all the way with

that sentiment.
Mr. Brand:, And it Is well represented.
Mr. H. MAY: I cannot, however, agree

with what this Government is doing to
both the metropolitan and country users
of water. The Minister knows very well
what he is doing. Does he mean to tell
me that he Is entitled to charge me £23 Ss.
when I do not even live in the place for
half the Year?

Mr. Brand: How much did You pay when
there was a Labor Minister in charge of
the department.
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Mr. H. MAY: If the Premier wants to
make a speech I will sit down and let him
do so. The only satisfaction I derive from
the amount I pay is the fact that Bob
Menzies says, "All right, old fellow; on
the 30th June we will give you a rebate
and You can include it in your return as a
taxation deduction." That is the only
satisfaction I get out of paying the amount.
If it were not for that, I sometimes feel
I would like to do something to the Minis-
ter for Water Supplies every time I receive
my account.

Let us be more serious, I really feel
sorry for the People in the metropolitan
area because of the increased rates they
have to pay. There is no good arguing
about it, because it is a fact. I would ask
this Government, and any other Govern-
ment, to show greater sympathy and con-
sideration to the people in the country.
We are told by the Government that the
people should go to the country; that there
is plenty of work there. If that Is so, let
them go to work there; but do not take
every bean they earn to Pay for water
rates.

We will never achieve any degree of
decentralisation in this State until greater
consideration is shown to the people who
have the guts to go into the country and
earn a living. Before long the metropoli-
tan area will be so crowded that nobody
will be able to pay rates, because nobody
will be able to get work, The people in
the country who at the present time are
b'eing penalised by such things as increased
water rates and shire council rates, will
find it almost impossible to live in the
country and pay their way.

Mr. Brand: Put up for the shire council
and bring down the rates.

Mr. H, MAY: On behalf of the country
members, and in sympathy with the rate-
payers of the metropolitan area, I add my
Protest to those already made.

MR. ]DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.4 p.m.]:
I would be remiss if I did not add my
protest to those already made this even-
ing in relation to the increased water
rates. Since my return from overseas, I
suppose I have had ten complaints con-
cerning water rates to every one I have
received on other matters. I thought
these complaints might quieten down, but
every day brings a fresh batch.

I had hoped the Minister for Water
Supplies would give us a logical explana-
tion as to why the rates had been in-
creased: but I am sorry to say he treated
the whole matter in a very light vein and
derided the fact that we should have the
nerve to protest in this House on behalf
of the many people we represent, I only
hope we shall be able to continue to protest
on behalf of these people; or perhaps,
better still, after Saturday next we might
be able to do something to relieve them
of this onerous burden,

Mr. Brand: You want to be very care-
ful when you make statements like that.

Mr. DAVIES: I said it was a hope; and
I think Perhaps after Saturday the smile
might not be quite so broad on the~faces
of members on the Government side. That,
however, remains to be seen. In the mean-
time, I would like to point out that, like
other members who have spoken, I too
have received many protests. I do not
intend to read the letters I have received;
but I would like to quote the case of one
particular old-age pensioner who, from
1959 to 1962, has had his water rates
increased by 36 per cent.

I do not think pensions have gone up
anywhere near 36 per cent. in the same
period; nor has the basic wage gone up
more than 5 Per cent. in that time. It
certainly has not gone up 36 per cent. It
is difficult to see how the increases are
justified. The same services are being
supplied to the same people under the
same conditions; yet they are being
charged-and the Minister did Dot deny
this--an average increase of 18 per cent.
in their water rates. That of course is
the minimum.

I was glad the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition was able to Put up such a grand
case by quoting only the minimum. Had
he gone on to quote a few of the other
charges that have been brought to our
notice, the case would perhaps have been
unbelievable. I was a bit disappointed
when the Minister treated the motion with
such levity and derision. As a matter of
fact, while sitting here listening to him,
I felt I would have liked a few of my
electors to see the attitude he adopted to
the protest we were making. I am sure,
however, that when the elections come
around again the Minister's attitude will
be well remembered.

Apart from the general increases that
have been made, there is one other point
I wish to mention; and that is the matter
of valuations, There must be same serious
doubt as to how these Properties are
valued: because we find that on the 31st
July-page 32 of Hansard-the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition asked the Min-
ister for Water Supplies how many appeals
had been heard up to date by the new
appeal board which had been set UP. The
answer given was that there were 1,716
appeals which had been heard, and that
there were 15 appeals which were awaiting
a hearing.

A further question asked was: In how
many instances were the valuations re-
duced? And the answer given was 654.
That means there were 654 successful
appeals out of a total number of 1,716
appeals which had been heard. That con-
stitutes one-third of those appeals. It is
scandalous to think that the valuations
should be so incorrect that one-third of
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the appeals heard were successful. Proj-
ably for every person who lodged an
appeal there are ten people who could
lodge an appeal, and lodge it successfully.
If this is a reflection of the method of
valuations carried out by the Taxation
Department, I wonder just how realist-
ically, or properly, or sincerely, the job of
valuing is done?

I have told many of my constituents who
have come to me with a case that they
should lodge appeals. I brought to their
notice the figures I have quoted, and they
have gone away to get further evidence,
and to make comparisons with other
people in order to see how their neigh-
bours are rated. If this average is main-
tained, I am sure the Water Supply De-
partment will find itself with not as much
revenue fromn this source of taxation as it
expected.

I can only endorse everything else that
has been said here tonight by members who
have spoken on this side of the House. No
doubt members on the other side of the
House would very much have liked to take
part in the debate, but because they sit
behind the Government they are unable
to level any criticism at it.

Mr. Brand: They are free to say what
they wish.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sure members op-
posite must feel that this motion Is justi-
fied in what it seeks to do for the people
of the State.

IVR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [9.10 p.m.): There
were only two speakers who opposed this
motion, and they were both from the
Government side. One was the member
for South Perth and the other was the
Minister for Water Supplies. In order to
clear the deck so that I can give my
attention to the argument of the Minister
for Water Supplies. I propose to dispose
of the argument of the member for South
Perth.

His argument boils down to this: thait
the district of South Perth had been con-
sistently revalued, whereas other districts
had not been revalued for years and mem-
bers opposite had reason to suspect that
the districts which bad not been revalued
were in the electorate of the member for
Melville. In order to debunk that argu-
mnent it is only necessary for me to quote
from Hfansard. There are two quotations,
the first of which appears on pages 34 and
35 of the 1960 Hansard. I posed this ques-
tion to the Minister for Water Supplies-

What districts were regarded by the
department as being so under-valued
in relation to other districts as to
create the inconsistencies referred to
by him in his Press announcement of
increased charges?

In answer to that question the Minister
gave a long list of districts, one of which
was South Perth. The member for South
Perth claimed that South Perth had been
consistenly revalued, but the Minister for
Water Supplies said because it had not
been revalued it created inconsistencies in
the values. I leave that argument there.

With regard to the allegation that there
was so-me lag in valuations, and that the
lag took place in the electorate of the
member for Melville, I refer to page 2267
of the 1960 Hansard. I posed this ques-
tion to the Treasurer-

When were properties in Nedlands,
Dalkeith, Sublaco, and Floreat Park
last revalued by the Taxation Depart-
ment for land tax purposes?

The Treasurer replied as follows:-
The properties were last revalued

by the Taxation Department for land
tax purposes as follows:-

Nedlands and Dalkeith 1955-56
Subiaco ..... 1959-60
Ploreat Park .... .... 1957-58

So the salubrious suburbs of Nedlands and
Dalkeith, where one would expect the in-
creases to be more rapid than Melville,
were left by the Taxation Department and
not revalued for a number of years.

Mr. Court: What about the water rates?
Mr. TONKIN: Let me deal with this

in my own way.
Mr. Court:, What about the water rates?

These are two different matters.
Mr. TONKIN: So the valuations have

lagged! As a matter of fact, it was our
Government which set out to eradicate
the lag, because under the MeLarty-Watts
Government the district of Claremont had
not been revalued for 20 years. That was
a situation which we, as the Government,
were not prepared to tolerate.

Mr. Brand: The McLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment was in office for only six years.
What about the other 14 years?

Mr, TONY-IN: That was a position we
were not prepared to tolerate, so we in-
stituted our own system of revaluation in
order to bring valuations more into line
so that there would not be a lag. It was
the very policy, for which we were re-
sponsible, to get rid of the inequalities
about which the member for South Perth
complained, Now the Minister denies that
his Government has used the Water Sup-
ply Department as a taxing medium.

Let us see what the Treasurer had to
say about this matter. I quote from page
1341 of the 1960 Hansard. When making
his Budget speech the Treasurer said-

Increased Water Charges
In order to cover increased operat-

ing costs and debt charges associated
with major capital works, it has been
found necessary for the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
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Department to impose higher charges
and revise its valuations of property.
I will have more to say about these
increases later.

Just listen to this passage of the Treas-
urer's speech-

Chiefly as the result of these in-
creased charges and a higher level of
Commonwealth financial assistance it
has been possible, despite a substan-
tial increase in expenditure, for the
Government to budget for a deficit in
1960-61 of £760,000. which is an Im-
provement of £646,000 over the deficit
of £1,406,000 for 1959-60,

There is a straightout admission that the
Government had two windfalls: a h-gher
level of Commonwealth financial asist-
ance, and higher revenue because of in-
creased charges In the Water Supply
Department. Prom those two sources the
Treasurer obtained sufficient money to
effect a budget improvement of £646,000.

if there is any member opposite who
has the temerity to argue that the depart-
ment has not been used to obtain revenue
to assist the general revenue, let him argue
against the Treasurer's statement.

Mr. Court: That is not a taxing
measure. If You use your argument with
the State Electricity Commission, how wvill
you get on?

Mr. TONKIN: The argument of the
Minister for Water Supplies can be divided
into three sections. As the member for
Mt. L awley said, the first was an attempt
on the Minister's part to discredit me. if
he wants to indulge in personalities to
bolster up a weak argument, that is his
prerogative. I can take it, and I can
answer it, as I shall do at the proper time:
but I am not going to follow him into the
gutter, because it is not necessary for me
to do so.

Mr. Brand: He is not the only one who
makes statements on personalities.

Mr. TONKIN: He might not be the only
one, but at the moment I am dealing with
the debate on this motion.

Mr. Brand: So long as we understand
that.

Mr. TONKIN: My statement is as I
have put it, so I can ignore what the
Minister sai4l for the time being. I will
answer him by way of questions later on,
because the same argument has been used
by the Minister for Lands--running to a
pattern.

The second part of the argumnent of the
Minister f or Water Supplies was that the
increases were small, and people should
rot complain because It must be accepted
that costs would increase. The third part
of his argument was that the previous
Government bad a surplus of £300,000 odd,
and therefore it must have used the de-
partment as a taxing machine. He asked:
Why complain about us? He made no

attempt whatever to disprove the figures
which are used to show the relative valua-
tions upon which the rates were based.
He never dealt with them for a second.
So I have to accept it that he concedes the
argument is sound and that is: that tak-
ing a basis of 100 the Hawke Government
rated on £36 and the Brand Government
is rating on £71.

Now, Mr, Speaker, it must be passing
strange that the Hawke Government can
rate on £36 and leave a substantial Sur-
plus of £300,000 when it went out of
office; but this Government, rating on
£71, has, to use the Minister's own words,
gone into the red with the Treasurer. So
not only has it disposed of the surplus
of £300,000 which it inherited from the
Hawke Government, but despite the In-
creased revenue of £800,000 from the con-
sumers, it has gone into the red. What an
admission of ineptitude!

Mr. Court: it answers your argument
about our using the department as a tax-
ing machine.

Mr. TONKIN: You wait a minuite)
Mr. Court: You know the capital charges

s.'de.
Mr.' TONKIN: I know them all right!

and I say to the Minister for Railways-
Mr. Heal: The temporary Minister.
Mr. TONKIN: -that he would not make

such an interjection if he had studied the
f igures.

Mr. Court: I have made a close study of
them.
Mr. TONKIN: The f i gures supplied by

the Tireasurer show that over the last 20-
odd years, with the exception of the period
this Government has been in office, the
increase in expenditure and the increase
in revenue have been of a regular amount
approximating every year about £130,000
to £140,000. But we come to the year 1960-
61 and the jump in Increased expenditure
was £700,000--something- never before ex-
lserieniced in the history of the department
-in a year when the Treasurer himself
admitted that his improved f'nancia1 posi-
tion was due to two factors: increased f in-
ancial assistance from the Commonwealth
and increases from the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department.

The Minister made no attempt at all
to deal with the rate of increase In expen-
diture and the rate of increase in revenue;
nor did he attempt to justify-for the
simple reason that he could not-rating
now on a basis of £71 as against a basis
of £36 under the Hawke Government.

The Minister twitted mae with having
introduced this motion capriciously in
order to be diffiult-following a pattern-
but I tell the Minister that we on this
side were influenced to move this motion
because of the request of the ratepayers.
I personally received a petition from the
electors in my district to take action in
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connection with this matter; and it is my
duty as a member to express in this Par-
liament their concern at the continued
increases which have been imposed upon
them by this Government.

Let me remind Ministers that the first
unjustified act was to impose an arbitrary
increase of 25 per cent. on all valuations,
irrespective of what had happened to the
properties in the interim. They simply took
the book values as they existed in the
department and wrote them up 25 per
cent. Now they have gone a step further
and have written all these valuations up
so that they now take 100 per cent. of the
net annual valuation.

So that members can fully understand
what happens, I will repeat the example:-
If the valuer goes out and concludes that
the net annual rental value of a property
is £100 we start from that figure. Under
the Hawke Government we would then
take £20 from the £100 f or rates and taxes
and a further £20 for repairs, giving us
£60. Instead of rating on that £60, we
said, "It will bring in sufficient revenue for
the department if we take only three-fifths
of that £60 and rate on £36."1 So if we
start with a net annual value of £100 the
department uses the figure of £36 for
rating purposes under the Labor Govern-
ment. Under this Government we start
with £100, subtract £40 and that gives us
£60; and that is where we stop. The rates
are levied on £60. But as this year an
average increase of 18 per cent. has been
imposed, that means the rates are levied
on £71.

In other words, the department is now
using a figure with regard to these proper-
ties for rating purposes which Is almost
double what the figure was under the
fawke Government: and yet the Hawke

Government was able to achieve a sur-
plus of £300,000 which this Government
inherited as a legacy; and I would not say
we were using the department as a taxing
machine if we were rating on a low valua-
tion of 36 per cent. against this Govern-
ment's rating of 71 per cent.

Mr. Brand: Rating by what standard at
that stage?

Mr. TONKIN: By any standard. Take
the present standard. Let us suppose that
the present annual rental value is £100.
It was complained by the member for
South Perth and the Minister that some
districts had not been revalued for three
or four years and therefore that figure
of £100 could well be the figure used with
regard to those districts that had not been
revalued. We would be rating on £36 and
this Government is rating on £71.

Mr. Brand: Was that rating level
throughout the metropolitan area? Was it
a fiat rate?

Mr. TONKCIN: The system which we In-
berited from the McLarty-Watts Govern-
ment was one under which the depart-
ment did some valuations and the local

authorities did some. Because the local
authorities did not reval ue-Claremiont
was one district; and this meant the values
in Claremont remained far too low and the
people were not paying their due propor-
tion of rates--as Minister in charge of the
department I said. "We will get rid of
that unfair system so that we will not
have a situation where we have to take
the valuation of local authorities who will
not revalue; we will do our own revalua-
tions." So we built up a staff of valuers
whose objective was to revalue every dis-
trict in a cycle of three years--and we
would have achieved that had we remained
in office. But along camne the present
Government which decided that these
valuers were no good and it gave the job
to the Taxation Department, which
promptly employed the same valuers and
then set about revaluing in a cycle of five
years.

So nothing has been achieved at all;
only greater expense both to the Govern-
ment and to the rat epayers. The point
that we are raising is this: If during the
Labor Party regime we could use 36 per
cent. of the annual rental value, pay our
way, and accumulate a surplus of £300,000,
what on earth has gone wrong with this
Government when it is rating on twice the
figure and has gone into the red?

Mr. Brand: Were you not taking surplus
money by way of water rates?

Mr. TONKIN:, I will admit on the basis
of calculations we did take In rates more
than was necessary to make the accounts
balance: but I am pointing out we did it
on a valuation.

Mr. Brand: It does not matter. You took
the extra money, yet you are accusing us
of using the system as a taxing machine.

Mr. W. Hegney: No!
Mr. TONKIN: No we did not. The

difference is that this Government has
deliberately set itself out to raise money
in this way.

Mr. Wild: We have done exactly the
same as you did.

Mr. TONICIN: Oh nor It is not exactly
the same, because the Minister knows
that he sent aL minute to his Cabinet
recommending certain increases and set-
ting out the amount of money necessary
to balance the budget, and he forthwith
imposed charges to bring in more than
double the amount needed.

Mr. Wild: That is why we are in the
red.

Mr. TONKIN: No. It shows poor cal-
culation and covering up. I would like
to know what has been done with the
money.

Mr. Court: We had better contact the
Auditor -General.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister cannot
deny that he tabled in this House a copy
of the minute that he sent to Cabinet;
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nor can he deny that in that minute he
set out the amount he proposed to raise,
as being necessary; nor can he deny that
he raised more than double that sum.
The Minister can laugh; he can twist; he
can do what he likes; but those are the
facts of the matter.

Mr. Court: I think you will agree that
whatever method of rating you use you
have to get a certain amount of revenue
and it has to be related in some way to
the rate charged and the valuation. You
are trying to give the idea that if you
were in office you would not have put the
valuations up.

Mr. TONKIN: I am saying that if we
were in office we would substantially re-
duce these water rates.

Mr. Court: Tell us how.
Mr. TONKIN* I have already.
Mr. Court: And show a heavy deficit.
Mr. TONKIN: And show no deficit at

all.
Mr. Court: With a £1,600,000 Interest

and loan servicing charge before you
start.

Mr. TONKIN: We met those and our
proportion of them from time to time the
same as this Government has had to do.
We never once defaulted on them. We
met them as they fell due from time to
time when these places were under con-
struction and we also met the charges
of reservoirs under construction.

Mr. Wild; By overcharging the rate-
payers.

Mr. TONKIN: What a cheek!
Mr. Wild: You had a surplus of over

£300,000.
Mr. TONKIN: By overcharging the

ratepayers!
Mr. Wild: Well, where did you get it

from?
Mr. TONKIN: On a house valued at

£100 we rated the ratepayer on £36. This
Government rates him on £71 for the same
house-and the Minister has the cheek
to talk. about overcharging!

Mr. Wild: Where did you get the
£300,000 surplus?

Mr. TONKIN: By wise administration.

Mr. Wild: Tell that one to the officers!
Mr. Oldfield: We do not give anything

away to wealthy overseas friends.
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. TONKIN: By wise administration

and not using the department to obtain
money for general revenue.

Mr. Court: Well, what for?
Mr. TONKIN: Although I have from

time to time drawn the Government's at-
tention to the statement made by the

Treasurer, there has been no attempt on
the part of any Government member to
explain it.

Mr. Court: It was an everyday state-
ment that any Treasurer would make
when introducing the Budget.

Mr. TONKIN: Was it? Let us examine
it. Are there any tags or special ex-
planations with regard to the financial
grants from the Commonwealth?

Mr. Court: Those grants are deter-
mined by an outside authority, as you
know.

Mr. TONKIN: And they are a gift to
the revenue.

Mr. Court: That is so.
Mr. TONKIN: And they assist the

revenue.
Mr. Court: They are determined by an

outside authority.
Mr. TONKIN: That has nothing to do

with it.
Mr. Court: I am just telling you.
Mr. TONKIN: Suppose an increased

grant was £300,000, the Government
would be £300,000 better off for getting
it.

Mr. Court: That is so.
Mr. TONKIN: That is No. 1. The other

item which assisted the Treasurer to im-
prove his budgetary position by £700,000
was the amount received front the water
rates.

Mr. Court: All the income of the Gov-
ernment, whether from lands or from
water supplies--

Mr. TONKIN: I did not say anything
about land-not a word about it.

Mr. Court: You are doing what you did
to the Minister for Lands, all over again.
text out of context. You have to consider
a Budget speech as a whole.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): order!
Mr. TONKIN: What a cheek you have

to say that!
Mr. Court: And you are overlooking the

f act-
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. TONKIN: All you have to do-
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
Mr. TONKIN, Yes, Mr. Speaker. All

the Minister has to do and all anyone
else has to do is to refer to the page
I quoted and read it for himself. If he
can find any words I left out and should
have quoted, he is at liberty to get up
and quote them.

Mr. Court: You are taking a piece out
of the whole Budget speech.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!

771



(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TONKIN: I am not.
Mr. Court: It never refers--
The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!I

Mr. TONKIN: I shall read It again.
Mr. Court: We have heard it several

times. We could almost quote it ourselves.
Mr. TONKIN: It will show how hollow

is the attempt being made by the Minister
for Railways to sidetrack the argument
and extricate his Treasurer from an
impossible situation.

Mr. Court:, Oh now!
Mr. TONKIN': I will Quote from page

1341 which appears in Volume 2 of the
1960 Ifansard-and these are not my
words; they are the words of the Treasurer.
Under the heading, "Increased Water
Charges" appears the following:-

In order to cover increased operat-
ing costs and debt charges associated
with major capital works, it has been
found necessary for the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drain-
age Department to Impose higher
charges and revise its valuations of
property. I will have more to say
about these increases later.

Now, then, listen to this--and this is not
taken out of context. It follows straight
On-

Chiefly as the result of these in-
creased charges-

Mr. Court: Not taxes-charges.
Mr. TONKIN:

-and a higher level of Commonwealth
financial assistance it has been pos-
sible, despite a substantial increase in
expenditure, for the Government to
budget for a deficit in 1960-61 or
£760,000, which is an improvement of
£646,000 over the deficit of £1,406,000
for 1959-60.

Mr. Court: Well, that is right.

Mr. TONKIN: The point is that for two
reasons the budgetary position is improved
by £600,000; and those two reasons are:
(1) an increased amount from the Com-
monwealth; and (2) Increased revenue
from the Water Supply Department.

Mr. Brand: The only time the Water
Supply Department was used as a taxing
machine was when you were Minister for
Water Supplies.

Mr. TONKIN: If the department did
did not get more money than was neces-
sary to meet its costs there would have
been no assistance to general revenue-
not a shilling.

Mr. Court: Oh crikey!

Mr. wild: Just now you were twitting
us because we were in the red. You cannot
have it both Ways.

Mr. TONKIN: You said that, not I.

Mr. Wild: Look up the general Revenue
Estimates and You will see that-

Mr. TONKIN: If the Government had
not had more money In the Water Supply
Department by way of revenue than was
necessary to meet its operating costs, in-
stead of reducing its deficit it would have
increased its deficit. That is surely
elementary! The two reasons given by the
Treasurer himself for his improved general
revenue position were: (1) increased al-
lowance from the Commonwealth; and
(2) increased revenue from the Water
Supply Department. Therefore it is idle
for the Government to try to sidestep It._

In a year when the revenue over the
previous year rose £7 00,000--absolutely
unprecedented in Western Australia; never
before approached in Western Australia;
never before reached a surplus of £350,000
over the previous year; and in that year,
the year referred to here, £700,000 more
than the previous year, when the
Minister himself had told the Government
in a minute that all he wanted was some
£250,000 to balance his budget!

Mr. Brand;, It was increased expenditure
as well as increased income.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course it was!
Mr. Brand. Of course, it was! What is

wrong with that?
Mr. TONKINq There is aL lot wrong

with it,
Mr. Court: You are not suggesting

that we can avoid the service charges,
many of which are the result of decisions
made by you?

Mr. TONKIN: I am suggesting that had
the Hiawke Government still been in office
the water rates would not be anything
like they are today.

Mr. Court: How would you run your
department?

Mr. Brand: That is ar' easy and simple
statement to make; and It is an irrespon-
sible suggestion.

Mr. TON'KIN: It is significant, that no-
one on the other side of the House-and
surely the Treasurer would have been the
one armed with the necessary information
-has made any attempt whatsoever to
deal with the argument I advanced in con-
nection with this matter. The Minister's
reply was pitiful.

Mr. Bovell: He blew you to smithereens!
Mr. TONKIN: All he had to say was an

attempt, to start off with, to discredit me.
It had nothing to do with the argument
at all. He then tried to say that the
public ought to put up with it. "You can
go and turn on a tap. You ought to be
glad to be able to turn on a tap." He made
no attempt to saty why the public had to
pay this extra amount. Under this Govern-
ment there is a rate assessed on £60
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instead of £36 out of every £100. There was
no attempt to face up to that argument,
ror the simple reason that the Minister
could not do it. That is the reason; and
it is no good accusing me of being able
to twist figures or to present a case in
order to prove the opposite, because the
information I am using is available to
eveiy member if he wishes to see it.

We get the sort of P~erformance which
we had from the member for South Perth,
when he talked about a district being
consistently revalued when his own Minis-
ter picked it out as one of the districts
which because it had not been revalued,
had caused inconsistencies in revaluations.
How can we deal with a situation like
that! Where do we start?

Mr. Grayden; Nonsense! It was pointed
out that it was revalued in 1959.

Mr. TONKIN: I suggest that the memn-
ber for South Perth should read Mansard.

Mr. Grayden: I don't care what it says
in Mansard-

Mr. TONKIN: The member for South
Perth does not care what is in Mansard
or what his Ministers say.

Mr. Orayden:, Why don't you stick to
your facts?

Mr. Brand: Who is arguing with whom?

Mr. TONKIN: Now that the ranting
has finished, I will conclude.

Mr. Brand: I wondered where the rant-
ing was coming from!

Mr. TONKIN: I submit that the argu-
ment on this side of the House has been
completely convincing; and no attempt
on the part of the Government has been
made to face up to the criticism. To those
who charge us with being frivolous and
capricious in this matter I can, in justifi-
cation for our attitude, repeat the pro-
tests which have been made-and they
must have been many, because when the
Batty News or The We.Qt Australian will
print something in support of a case from
this side, then it has to be pretty strong
indeed. Already protests have been pub-
lished in the Press indicating that the
dissatisfaction is widespread; and well the
Government will experience it if, per-
chance, circumstances are such as to force
it to a general election.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

AYC!s_21.
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Davies
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. 7101
Mr. Heal
Mr. J1. He[gney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jarnicson

Mr. Kelly
Mr. D. G. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oidfteld
Mr. Rhatlgan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

(Teller.)!

Mr. Bevel]
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Crommnelin
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrle
Mr. Hart
Dr. Henn

Ayes.
Mr. Grahamn
14r. Toms
Mr. Hawks

Noe--2 1.
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. 1, W. Manning
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nlmmo
Mr. fluncitnan
Mr. Wild
Mr. O'Nce]l

(Taller.)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. O'Oonnor
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Craig

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
voting being equal, I give my casting vote
with the Noes.

Question thus negatived.

IRON ORE (MOUNT
GOLDSWORTHY) AGREEMENT

BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council with an
amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)

19.50 p.m.]: I wish to advise the House
that we will be sitting tomorrow (Thurs-
day). I move-

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.49 p.m.
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